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ABSTRACT

Street children are without proper parental pradectopportunities for schooling, health care,
growth (both physical and mental), development of kind, nutrition, shelter and even their
right to a decent and human existence itself. Sonfieinto begging or petty crimes. In addition
to the above mentioned problems, street childree fae danger of getting into accidents and
different kinds of health problems in street li®&rls who are living on the streets are even more
vulnerable than boys. In addition to the healtbksi experienced by street boys, adolescent

girls are at risk of early, unplanned pregres with minimal, if any, antenatal care.

The study examines reasons of joining street pfepblems and survival strategies of female
street children in Addis Ababa. The study was cohtetl in five selected place$Mexico”,
“Merkato”, “Piazza”, “Bole” and “Arat Killo") in Addis Ababa. To address the research objective,
both quantitative and qualitative methods were u3éeé survey consisted of 100 female street
children purposely selected in such selected pladdse qualitative method consisted of three
focus group discussions with female street childten in-depth interviews with selected female
street children and five selected key informantenfirelevant stakeholders who are responsible

on street children.

The study revealed that female children drifted yafvtam home and school to street way of life
was due to interrelated and complex reasons artllggng. The major problems identified as a
reason for being in street were: poverty, violeaod abuse by others, family breakdown, change
of female child behavior, peer pressure, and hdrtnéditional practice like early marriage.
They engaged in doing different activities on ttreet that make them vulnerable and victims of
problems including various forms of sexual abuse dbyerse categories of people. Rape,
prostitution, unwanted kissing, breast fondling eveeported as some of the forms of sexual
abuse among female street children. To avoid @iffeproblems in the street, most female street

children reported that they solved their problemshemselves.

This study shows that the living condition of femalreet children remains “horrible” and they

are exposed to different kinds of problems. As mseguence of their involvement on street life



which in turn makes them available for easy preydifferent abusers, they were victims of
various forms of sexual abuse. Female street @mldvere also found to engage in high-risk
behaviors, including unsafe sex, which increaseitr ttiisk of contracting HIV/AIDS and other

sexually transmitted infections. The study alsovat that the support they get from different
stakeholders was very scarce or almost nil. Assalr¢hey are exposed to a variety of problems
and forced to solve their problems by themselveshdd multilateral collaboration is essential to
solve the immediate and long term needs of femadetschildren in Addis Ababa. This study

has its own implication to social work. Thus, camegl government departments and NGOs

should enhance job opportunities and reunificatiasf female street children.



CHAPTER ONE

l. INTRODUCTION

1. Background

The term ‘street child’ has raised controversy ipalarly in labeling a certain group of
disadvantaged children to fall under the categdrysteeet children. This is because street
children's needs, problems, aspiration, and levieldeprivations are similar with other
disadvantaged children who come from similar s@onomic background. Therefore, it should
be noted that this group of children are not ddferfrom their counterparts and have all rights
like the other children. In some places there risngf objection in using the term "street child"

because of the negative connotations it has owdiebeing of the children (FSCE, 2003, P.7).

Street children need to be considered among the wubserable social group in our world.
Street children can be survivors of war, hungeiGten or lack of prospect. They are victims of
an uncaring community, which is increasingly cheggzed by poverty and economic hardship
(Kopoka, 20025treet children predominantly originate from vepopfamilies. They are pushed
to the streets because of family poverty, abusaemgs, violence or HIV/AIDS. Once on the
street they lack the basic necessities for theswgn and development: food, shelter, parental

love, clothing, health care and education.

The phenomenon of street children is not new, batrhagnitude of the problem is escalating
(Lugalla, and Kibassa, 2002, P. 2The growth in number of street children is redai® increasing
levels of poverty in a country. Therefore the pneseof street children demonstrates the deeper
reality of poverty especially in developing couesi

Street children are a reflection of the contempogobal human condition. Streetism, as an

expression for extreme poverty, is a particularbfgom of mega-cities in the third World. The

dramatic concentration of urban poverty in the @hivorld is a great challenge (Hardoy, 1992,

P. 40). Even though Africa is still a predominantlyral continent, the urban population
1



continues to grow rapidly because the factors bauization are not likely to change (Hardoy,
1992, P.41) 600 million urban inhabitants of therdWorld live in “life and health threatening”
circumstances. Living conditions for the urban poothe Third World get worse and children
make out as much as 45% of the worst off (Hard®@21 P. 54). Nobody knows how many
street children there are exactly around the wirtthy, but some estimates put their number as
high as 100 million. The fact that children turnttee street and remain there is a reaction to
various negative situations: rural or urban poveldgk of future perspective, family rupture,
violence or abuse in the family etc. Poor urban agament, lack of infrastructure, inadequate
service delivery, high rates of unemployment arelittaccessibility of services for low-income
groups exacerbate urban poverty. Governments, a@veint agencies and the private sector
have still not found effective solutions to decregsirban poverty. There is need for a change in

policies of governments and attitudes (Hardoy, 199%58).

Increasing numbers of street children in urban Edsta are above all the manifestation of
external forces and politigtugalla and Kibassa, 2002, P. 10he phenomenon of street children
occurs in poor countries undergoing rapid urbammatand socio-economic, cultural and
political transformation, which breaks down thedtt@nal family and community support
system. Urbanization and industrialization in Adrienhanced individualism and undermined the
communal lifestyle, with devastating consequenceshbmeless children. Rapid urban growth
has enhanced rural-urban migration and the mushngpof slums. Although rural poverty
levels are generally higher, urban poverty has rsexere consequences. Street children are the

consequence of urban and rural poverty and of uzhon (De Feyter, 2001)

Street life of children is a typically an urban pbenenon of big cities, which got increasingly
serious in the urban areas. However, aid agen@ksve that the problem may be far worse,
estimating that there are nearly 600,000 streddreim countrywide with over 100,000 of them in
Addis Ababa (FSCE, 2003, P.7). These children stayparket places, railway stations, parks,
and crossings or on waste heaps. They are affégt@bverty, violence and criminalityvhich
make them be perceived as a public scandal. Didgsdand sickness arouse a reaction of
repulsiveness and make them to be labeledadbéage of society(FSCE, 2003, P.1).



Besides the failure of leadership, war and HIV/A]JQf@®verty is the root cause of the street
children phenomenoiiKopoka.2002, P.265 The social consequences of globalization have
exacerbated the gap between rich and poor regiodshave created new poverty zones.
Especially HIV/AIDS constitutes a time bomb, deging the local social support network

system and killing parents who leave behind thieildcen. SAPs have generated the conditions
of poverty in rural and urban East Africa and threxacerbated street children. The economic
crisis, high debt repayment and the decreasin@gbstEte count for the structural, economic and

political roots of the problem of streetism.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

The children of Ethiopia are among the most undeétpged in the world. Due to interrelated
and complex socio-economic factors, a large portibits population, especially children and
women, are victimized. The problem is especiallygnified in Addis Ababa where people
migrate from the rural areas and other urban centessearch of a better life. However, this
dream does not transform into reality for mostham. Many of these people find themselves
living in an extreme poverty. They are often for¢edbecome street beggars or daily laborers.
Hence, the decline in the economic situation hagkeeed families’ capacity to support and
sustain their children. Given this situation in @uetry like Ethiopia where there is no social
security fund/system, the number of disadvantadsdren, in general, and street living children
in particular, is escalating unimaginable partidylén the capital city. Many parents are not able
to meet the basic needs of their children. Theeeotiher factors like family disintegration and
hostile home environments which force children tmrate to the street. Even worse is the
situation of HIV/AIDS orphans who are left withoortotection and care. Many of these children
are forced to take to the street as the only sahaption regardless of its negative consequences
on their growth and development.(UNICEF, BoSCA &BdF, 2007, P.4).

Ethiopia has ratified international conventions the right of the child and the tents of this

provision are also included in the constitution Fdderal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

(Dessale, 1998). However, female children who @ed and working on the street are

particularly victims and vulnerable to various farmf sexual abuse albeit there is a growing
concern about elimination of all forms of child abuat the national and international level.



As to the cause of the problem there is a consewestiee complexity of the problem for which
there is no single or isolated explanation. The fesearches done in Addis Ababa and some
other major cities indicated that family povertytli® major cause for children to join the street.
A recent study undertaken in four selected towrssriwed that the highest proportion of street
children are "out-of-family" children who may haleen pushed to the street because of parental
pressure to contribute their share to the famibpme. Other factors like family disintegration,
abuse and neglect, lack of education opportunityjrenmental influence are some underlying
factors for children to join the street (FSCE, 20B3®). Actual data on the extent of the problem

is non-existent. Different estimations are givewliffierent reports.

Besides, an early survey report on the situatiorstodet children in eight major towns of
Ethiopia by FSCE asserted that '12.9% of streelddm were practicing prostitution’ (FSCE,

2003, P.44). A recent survey report on living anotking street children in Addis Ababa also
affirmed that ‘among female children over 12 yeald, 40% [20 out of 50] are exposed to
prostitution” (UNICEF, BoSCA and BoFED, 2007, P.L11FEurthermore, it was identified in

available researches related to street children thaale street children are particularly
vulnerable and exposed to sexual abuse in suchyathed many street girls are raped and

engaged in prostitution (Tsegaye, 2003).

The number of urban female street children hasas®d rapidly during the last decade in urban
areas, including Addis Ababa. As a result, fem#de#s children are seen as a problem which
further compounds the nature of urban criigyélla, and Kibassa, 2002, P. Qonsequently, they
have been a target of different sexual and physibake. However, there is a lack of recent
study on the underlying cause of this social pnobknd the perceived solution related to the
problems by female street children for better dowiark interventions. Accordingly, current
study reflecting the issues of vulnerability, asatex problems and possible survival strategies
of female street children to solve their problensétected places of Addis Ababa where female
street children concentrated is limited. In conimectvith this, it is timely to understand the role
and contributions made by different stakeholderssaitving the problems of female street
children in Addis Ababa for possible interventiofibis research is, therefore, initiated with the

aim of understanding the problems, survival stiaegcauses/risk of streetism and the negative

4



repercussions among female children who are liand working on the street. Moreover it
identifies the role and responsibilities of thefaliént stakeholders to solve the underlining

problems of female street children.

1.3 Significance of the study

The study took children’s own view about their abesxperiences which in turn provide useful
and detailed information about various forms ofus#»xabuse among female street children. This
will fill a gap in research into child sexual abusamely, that not enough attention has been paid

to the victim’s own perceptions and/or attitudeswdlabusive experience.

It will also widen understanding and give betteformation about the distressing and highly
challenging problem of sexual abuse among femagetsthildren than the previous researches
which have treated the problem of sexual abuse atitar issues like socio-economic problem of

female street children.

As it was clear from this study that the problemferhale street children is like a two sided
sword; living and working on the street and sexalalise. Consequently, it will disclose the
seriousness of the problem of female street chiltisehose working in the field of sexual abuse
and female street children [like government orgatons, non government organizations,
researchers, advocates, and services providesd]jttvill enable them to be aware and better
understand the phenomenon of sexual abuse andvédogeappropriate and effective polices,
programs and services so as to combat sexual abdismale street children. Last but not least,

it may serve as a background and a stimulus fénéuresearches.

1.4 Definitions of concepts and terms

Child:-is a person under the age of 18 years’ (MOLSA &ladional Steering Committee,
2002:8).

There are four groups of street children (FSCE 32607).



I. Children at high risk are urban children who beeanfsextreme poverty and deprivation in
their homes, or inadequate care and supervisiomtanggh risk of becoming involved in
street life.

ii. Children on the street are those who spend moshef time in the street or markets,
usually engaged in menial work. They maintain gréemily tie, usually return home at
night; come from poor families and few attend regualr night schools.

lii. Children of the street are children who fully pegate in street life not just at economical
level. They usually have family who they may visdm time to time or who lost complete

family tie.

iv. Abandoned children are those who have no home to gither

Thus, female street children in this study refathtwse girls who are between 14 to 17 years of

age, and include two categories:

1. A female child ‘of’ the streetds the one having no home but the streets. They ona
may not have family in their original places andynsa may not be engaged in different
daily activities.

2. A female child ‘on’ the streeis the one having a shelter to spend night tepsléut
spend most of their daytime on the streets. They ananay not be engaged in different
daily activities.

Child Sexual abuse-in this paper, child sexual abuse refers ‘as piboedr sexual conduct

between an adult and a sexually immature chilgptoposes of the adult’'s sexual pleasure or for

economic gain through child prostitution’ (Hugh#887, P.248).

Rape-for this study, the term refers to any form of sexwhich one person forces another

person to participate. It means making an individeragage in a sexual act without that

individual’s consent or against that individual'dliKelly, 1998, P. 484).

Child prostitution:- male or female person under the age of 18 years,isvhoerced or forced

to provide sex for money or goods (CAYO and FSCI®EL P.2).

Sexual assault- Physical attack of female street children t@éoto unwanted sexual contact or
threat by stranger.(CAYO and FSCE, 1996, P.2)

Infectious diseaseare illnesses caused by infection (eg. Abdominsgaes such as Amebiasis,
diarrheal diseases, AIDS, Tuberculosis, Typhoigfeetc.) (WHO, 2012)

6



Chronic disease: $ disease of long duration and generally slow @tgn. Eg. heart disease

diabetes, cancer, Asthma etc(WHO, 2012)

Gynecological problems:Problems related to pregnancy and childbirth (WR(@,2)

1.5 Research Questions

The study attempts to give answers to the followimran research questions:

1.
2.

What are the reasons of the female Street childrevork and live on the street?

How female street children working & living on tlséreet survive and meet their daily
needs?

What are the main problems faced by female strhigdren working & living on the
street?

What are strategies for solving problems by fen&tkeet children working & living on

the street?

1.6 Objectives of the study

The general objective of this study is to expldre problems and survival strategies of female

street children between 14 and 17 years living@mabrking on the street in selected places of
Addis Ababa.

The specific objectivesf the study are:

To identify the reasons of female street childesaving their home and join to street life.

To assess survival strategies of female streedremiliving and/or working on the street.

To investigate the major problems faced by femakes childreriving and/or working on the
street.

To understand means for solving their problemgreks life by female street children.

1.7 Limitation of the study

Despite the vigorous efforts made in carrying dus research, the study has some limitations.

First, the study was done on selected sites of Adbiaba purposely selected for the researcher’s

7



convenience. This is against the assumption of ghilly sampling and may affect

generalization of the study and may introduce $elecbias in to the study. However the
researcher focused on such places to the factpilat study showed that there are more
concentrations of female street children in sudicgd so that finding information would be
easier. Besides, the researcher had difficultyrafimg money to run the study. As a result used

smaller sample size which could be affect the gtitenf the study.

Secondly, it was difficult to find female streetildnen and relevant stakeholders in some places
during data collection. Some study participantsenaso reluctant to tell their experience and
others might hide their true exposure on street [@thers showed a difficulty of recalling their
exposure with different problems and may not tedlit true experiences which might limit the
strength of the study.

However, the study utilized quantitative methodanigulated with qualitative method to
overcome such limitations mentioned above and #sm=archer believed that most of the

limitations are handled systematically.



CHAPTER TWO

I. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 .Introduction

The problem of street children is becoming a woitthAphenomenon since these children exists
every part of the world. A large group of childrengstly unsupervised by adults are found in
almost every country of the world. The vast majesitof street children work and live in large
urban centers of developing countries (FSCE, 20®3). Some of these are orphaned or
separated from their families; still others arerban the street, often to older street girls.
Whatever their individual circumstances, streetdrbn constitute one of the most marginalized
groups in most societies (Tadesse, 2006).

The most rapidly increasing child welfare probleithim Ethiopia is that of street children. This
group has been conceptualized as consisting ofv@epchildren, rejected children, survivalist
children and runaway children who migrate to Etiaapurban areas (Seelig M and Tesfaye A.,
1994). The first two are beyond the scope of tldpep. Survivalists are those children who,
either prompted by a threat to their basic welfarepelonging to a family on the fringe of
destitution, took some steps to fend for them. €tadsldren find the street a relatively easier and
more welcoming place for their pursuits of selfysop than conventional places. Runaway
children are those who opt to be residents of theets for no reason other than their own
preference. Rebellion against families and soci@ales, the lure of participating in unacceptable
practices, and a search for adventure become time pnotivators for runaways to take to the
streets. Many runaways are migrants from rural sateeed to the city by employment and
educational opportunities.

2.2 The Situation of Street Children

According to De Oliveira (2000), sexual abuse, etme in the neighborhood, abandoned by
parents, thrown out or asked to leave, death a@adiss of one or both parents, peer pressure,
violence at home, became attracted to or comfatadth the street life, physical abuse and lack

of a sense of belonging were found to be causeghgfstreet children go to the street. After
9



starting living and working on the streets, stref@itdren are disproportionately affected due to
extreme poverty and living conditions and partidylarulnerable to different forms of sexual
abuses. They remain disadvantaged for their lieesilise they lack experience of life in normal
society (Beyene, 1995). Similarly, Wernham (199&)veed, street children are more frequently
at risk of sexual abuse than other children. Theyeasy targets to be abused because they are
young, often small, poor, and ignorant of theithtgyand frequently do not have responsible

adults to look out for them.

According to UNICEF, street children are the caseslof widespread poverty, rapid population
growth, loss of traditional values, domestic vi@enphysical and mental abuse, and recurrent
displacement as a result of civil war, draught d&mchine. Moreover, the numbers of street
children increase as they have lost their paremtsirtess often associated with HIV/AIDS
(UNICEF, 2007, P.1).

In Ethiopia, the growing number of street childrisnone of the most serious urban social
problems. Street children in Ethiopia have beconceumtry wide epidemic, with over 100,000
children living/working on the streets of Ethiogacities (FSCE, 2003, P. ii). It was estimated
that the number of street children were approxiige260,000 who are working and living on
the streets in urban areas, of which 150,000 rasid&ldis Ababa (UNICEF, 2007, P.1). It was
also said that about 70% of Ethiopian’s streetdchit live with their families in slum areas of
the major cities, while the rest live alone on #keets, with no care and support (JJPO, 2005,
P.33).

2.3. Streetism and Age differences

The age profile of street children varies from doyito country. However, the majority of street
children worldwide are aged between 10 and 14 y@gaisr 1999). About this issue, Aptekar &
Abebe (1997) stated that the mean age of 76 Kestyant children was 12.6 years and Veale et
al. (1993), argues that, of 1,000 street childreikihiopia, the average age of initiation to the

street was 11 years.

In other African countries, the age profile has rbdeund to be older. For example, in

Zimbabwe, Muchini & Nyandiya Bundy (1991) found tled 520 Zimbabwean street children,
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about 60 percent were 14 years or older. In Mauiatathe average age of street children was
14.2 yeard/eale & Dona, (2003)while 60 percent of street boys in Sudan werel dgeyears or
over. The same results are mentioned by Ali e{28104), Aderinto (2000), Lalor (1999) and
Terre des hommes (2002) who demonstrate that ierMdigColumbia, Ethiopia, Afghanistan,

and Brazil the street children’s age range vari@sf9 to 12 years.

When analyzing the age differences of street ahildbetween developing countries and
developed countries, Ali et al (2004) noted that¢ #ges of street children in developing
countries differ significantly from those in devpém countries: 11-16 years of age in
developing countries in opposition to older thanyears of age in developed countries. By
looking at these statistics, it is possible to emthat the age ranks and cultural settings ofld ch

and childhood should be taken into account whemihgf action programs on issues related to
street children on a locally based aspect, asrdifterealities affect street children worldwide.

This means that we cannot construct general ssttorgooys and girls living on the streets based

simply on their age ranks.

2.4 Streetism, Gender and Vulnerability

Different studies show a higher incidence of bopsstreets than girls, worldwide (Veale &

Dona 2003). The reasons for such differences degete to diverse socio-cultural factors.
According to Felsman (1981), in Columbia, the stokgld population is 75 percent male and 25
percent female. In Zimbabwe, 95 percent of 520dcéil interviewed were boys, as were 84
percent in Angola, 76 percent in Ethiopia, 70 perde Zambia, and nearly 100 percent in
Sudan. The same situation has been found in SofiteAvhere street children were typically

black males (Le Roux, 1993; Muchini & Bundy, 199¢berly, 1999; Mambwe, 1997; Veale,

1996). Aderinto (2000), Beyene & Berhane (19973dRI& Farrington (1997) and Wright et al.

(1993) stated that girls form just 10-15 percergtoget children worldwide.

These statistics should not be taken for grantezd; have large implications in policy design and
intervention strategies in practice, bringing institase the need for these statistics to be

guestioned. For example, why are there more bays dfirls living on the streets? What are the
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motivations behind these phenomena? Does this taarmgirls have better life conditions than

boys or it is the opposite?

In fact, the real data of the incidence of girlstbe streets may be hidden by the nature of their
appearance on the streets and their real everydajtias, which tends to be less visible than the
number of street boys’ activities. For examplegeetrgirls may only be visible during night
times, on sex related work activities, working wgtreet gangs or they can be found selling
goods of diverse character all over the citiesvaneworking in conjunction with a street family,
while street boys, on the other hand, typically a&egin more visible activities such as car
washing, shoe shining, begging and peddling (RiZ&ibusk, 1995).

This can also be related to the cultural aspectshenmeanings of childhood, the male and
female child and on socio-cultural representatiamd expectations of girls and boys in different
contexts. For example, Aptekar (1999) said thatKenya, boys are socialized to become
independent at a young age while girls are encedrag stay at home. Muchini & Bundy
(1991), for instance, stated that the main reasaelated to the fact that families refrain from
sending girls to the street because they fear $@kuese. This position is shared by Lalor (1999,
P.3), who studied 23 families of Ethiopian strdatdren; found that parents were concerned and
worried about the dangers associated with workimghe street. Similar findings were reported
by Chatterjee (1992) in a study with Indian paremtbo stated that “employment for girls
outside the home often ceases around the timelmrputo conform to socio-religious practices:

parents are extremely reluctant to expose theiglakus to male attention”

Another evidence of this is portrayed by Veale &nBq2003) when they mention that street
children in Sudan were almost exclusively male twmehe influence of Muslim culture in
Khartoum, which made it inappropriate for girlswander unaccompanied on the streets. In the
same way, there are fewer street girls than shegt due to the position the female child holds
in rural family life. Acharya (1982) explained that Nepal, the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) analyzed the conitibn of women and children to both
household and agricultural activities. Females wetad to work more than males in all age
groups, and it was the family’s dependence on’dat®ur at home and in the fields which was
responsible for lower rates of school enrolment rgntemales. Consequently, this might also
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have prevented them from working on the streetsirlran areas too, girls are more valuable to
households due to their functions of looking attéildren and helping with chores, thereby
freeing the mother to work outside the home.

According to Connolly (1990, P. 129-49), in LatirmA&rica “girls are more needed within the
family, as they are expected to perform househdldres and care for younger siblings”.
Another factor associated with the cultural aspédhe low incidence of street girls worldwide
is the permanent protection given to girls in tleenmunity where, in times of overwhelming
family crisis, girls were more likely than boys be placed in children’s homes by family
members, whereas boys were more likely to survivehay could or move onto the street
(Moberly, 1999).

During the war times in Mozambique, Nordstrom (19%9bted that girls and boys were
subjected to the same conditions that forced daldo live on the street, such as witnessing
their entire village being destroyed, yet streatdcen were almost always boys. According to
Veale & Dona (2003), girls hypothetically were maasily forced into prostitution and child
labour; Nordstrom (1997) commented that “while pnesenceof homeless boys on the street is

a constant reminder of the tragedy of war,ahsencef the girls is another”

These positions demonstrate that there is a gréatdency for boys to become street children
due to diverse factors and cultural patterns. Sofmae most important elements to take into
account when reflecting on these statistics froenstcio-cultural point of view are the meanings
given to the term ‘child’ and ‘childhood’. These amengs are socially and culturally different in
terms of gender, where a female child is seenffierdnt ways from a male child (Amury and
Komba, 2010, P.7).

Girls who are living on the streets are even mai@arable than boys. In addition to the health
risks experienced by street boys, adolescatd gre at risk of early, unwanted pregnasicie
with minimal, if any, antenatal care (UNICEB(OZ, P.1). Severe health risks, including
maternal mortality, are associated with practicegérminating pregnancies. Furthermore, more
girls than boys experience sexual abuse and eaptwitin the streets. In Zimbabwe, a study of
sexually Active Street girls found that the majptiiad been forced into sex and, in Ethiopia, a
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study involving 32 girls living on the streets refgal that 21 of the participants had been raped.
A Tanzanian study by ILO/IPEC (2001, P.1) showedat thost girls working on the streets had
experienced sexual abuse. Similarly, Amury and Karf#910, P.7) found that: “A street girl is
in a lot more danger than a boy. Many, many wontethe bus stand are raped. You hear the
older boys saying, there are girls sleeping in rdage place, let's go and find them'. But a boy

can sleep anywhere; he does not have any probleaube he is a boy.”

However, younger boys living on the streete also particularly vulnerable to sexual
exploitation. A focus group discussion with strebildren in Mbeya Municipality elicited that
younger boys were engaged in sex for protectioendthers were raped by older men or older
boys in the streets. In South Africa, younger boyag on the streets claimed to have been often
raped by older boys. These factors significantlyreéase the risk of contracting HIV/AIDS and
other STDs (Amury and Komba, 2010, P.7).

The gender ratio for working street children iniBfia is approximately four boys to one girl,
especially among those aged nine years and ovendiwai, 1996). In Addis Ababa (as in most
cultures) most (but not all) street boys are taumhtheir mothers to cope with the necessity of
having to make do in a very limited economic enwment by becoming independent at a far
earlier age than the dominant society deems apptep¥Vhen compared to other poor boys and
to the other boys in the same family, Kenyan stbegts were more resilient (Aptekar and Ciano,
1999). Less resilient boys were unable to leaveéhand help their families who were living in
extreme poverty. The opposite situation held trmreMairobi street girls. Poor mothers taught

their girls how to cope with the vagaries of poydsy staying at home and off the streets.

Thus, street girls, for the most part, were foumdbé more psychopathological than their sisters
who stayed at home. Heinonen (1996) examined theeged aspect of child rearing among
street children’s families. She established how yriaoys and girls are socialized only by their
mothers, thus revealing an adult-on-child as welaahild-on-adult aspect in socialization. All
the street children and parents who were interviewrmintained that raising and socializing
children is a woman’s job. A father’s role in bring up children was usually restricted to
guiding and disciplining troublesome children, esplty boys, when mothers were unable to

cope. Girls were supposed to be guided, discipliaed trained into womanhood by their
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mothers or other female members of their famillemmales are supposed to work at home and
have to be good in preparation of food than workboogside'Yebetmoya'is the term for the
domestic skills imparted to children (usually gifyy female members of the household so as to
equip them for adulthood and motherhood. The netafifemales are supposed to work at home
and have to be good in preparation of food tharkimgroutside yebetmoyaand of wrong act
and punishmenttéfat ena ketatembody the two main aspects of socialization digarchild
rearing in the domestic sphere. All the street bimy$ieinonen study (1996) had relatively
independent financial arrangements with their paregspecially their mothers. The type of work
opportunities available to them meant that theyewadsle to operate more or less independently
from their parents. Their mothers had no knowlegligihe amount of money they earned or how
they spent it but most boys gave their mothers rtigoof their earnings. As the boys grew
older, most mothers accepted their much-reduceengarauthority or risked being abandoned

by their sons.

Except in rare cases, a street girl's financiahgements in Addis Ababa were inextricably tied
up with that of her mother. Girls worked for theiothers who expected them to hand over the
entire proceeds of the day. All income from daught®as considered “family income” to be
disposed off by the mother as she deemed fit. Tivaeoften a conflict of interest and friction
between mothers and daughters, resulting in exterabuse of girls by their mothers. Boys, on
the other hand, faced a higher degree of violendha street by the police, other street children

and the public than did the girls.

Because boys are able to control their own earnamgkgirls are not, this introduces a further
gendered aspect of street life. Boys purchase at gegiety of nutritious foods such as peanuts,
bread, bananas, boiled eggs or potatoes for ksdstten to 25 cents. They are also considered
creditworthy by most street vendors and teahouseemy They are thus better fed and in better

health than generally expected (Beyne and BerH#83).

According to Aptekar and Ciano (1999), girls begfireet life much later than boys, usually after
they are ten years of age. Even though they magaapi be alone, an older sibling often
supervises them. As girls became pubescent thgyesiceived and evaluated in sexual terms. By
the time they are young women, they often follovihieir mother's footsteps by having children,

often many and by different men, who as a rule dioview them as legitimate wives, and thus
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not worthy of continued financial support. Becabegs are expected to bring income home, and
thus go to the streets, while girls are expectestag at home and help out with the household
chores, the street boys and street girls relatbeiw families of origin differently. It is common
for street boys to remain connected to their mathiexdeed they often contribute part of their
incomes to them. However when girls are on theetrand not in the home, they often have

more difficult and distant relationships with th&milies of origin.

Street boys are commonly on the street becausehidney been brought up to be independent
while street girls are on the streets because #neyfleeing a very difficult situation. Their
mental health is therefore frequently considerabtyse than that of the boys. Many have
developed adequate coping strategies, which alh@mtto function at least as well as their poor
counterparts who pass less time in public view.sEheping strategies include finding a niche in
the economic market, which gives them sufficiecbme to eat and clothe themselves. They are
also able to find and take advantage of programsgérve them, become sufficiently informed
about their physical health to stay reasonablythgaform close friendships with peers, and

maintain some form of connection to their familyoofgin (Aptekar and Ciano, 1999).

2.5 The Link between Poverty, Structural AdjustmentPolicies and Streetism

Poverty has been described as the worst form dénee and as a denial of human rights and
human dignity (UNICEF, 2000, P. 3). People livimgabsolute poverty are deprived of their
basic human rights. llliteracy, malnutrition ancpbdeation constitute an abuse of human dignity
and prevent persons from autonomy (McMorrow, 1994). The human rights understanding of
poverty addresses the daily assaults on humantgignid vulnerability. Human rights based
approach means not only viewing poor people in $eofmwelfare, but in terms of obligations to
respond to violations of their rights (UNICEF, 20@®.3). Since poverty means a denial of
human rights and human dignity, poverty reductitwiously involves more than crossing an
income threshold (UNICEF, 2000, P.39). The inteagmatof human rights norms into anti-

poverty strategies is essential.

In order to reduce poverty it is necessary to er@asecure and tolerant environment to enable
children to make use of opportunities and to livthwlignity (UNICEF, 2002, P. 3). Without the

realization of children’s rights, poverty cannot feeluced. This means ensuring access to basic
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education, health care, nutrition, water and staitaand human rights-such as freedom from
want and discrimination, which is the basis forigbprotection and effective participation
(UNICEF, 2000, P.3). Basic and quality education asvital element in eliminating
discrimination and exploitation of children and tpaf the solution to reducing poverty and the
failure to reach this goal means that poorest oliidemain in the risk to continue living in
situations of exploitation UNICEF, 2000, P. 28).dBeing poverty means creating opportunities
to lead a long, healthy, creative life, to enjoyadequate standard of living, freedom, dignity,
self-esteem and respect (UNICEF, 2000, P.1). Ecanasocial and cultural rights are just as
essential for their development, as civil and peitrights. From a development perspective it is

an enormous benefit, in moral and economic termgest in child-specific development.

2.6. Conceptualization of causal factors streetism

The problem of street children has become onethef urban problems which call for the
attention of the international community. Expédrtsn various angles proposed different socio-
economic factors which they had found out in tlstirdies. The existence of street children is a
worldwide phenomenon and is directly related swcial network instability, poverty and
ensuing rural-urban migration (MGLSD, 1999, P.2).

There are many reasons why children end up ontteets. Various push and pull factors lead to
children coming to the streets. Most of them whmedrom rural areas share the conviction that
urban life is easier. The pull of the glamour ofrig in a city and raising one’s living standard is

one of the illusions. In other cases, children gexpout of school or were sent to the cities by
their families to earn money and escape the irdablerconditions of poverty in their homes.

After the wrecked family experience, the streetdoees the only place of socialization in which

solidarity among the kids becomes a kind of farsifpstitute. The street is also a hiding-place
for those who committed a crime. It is a place szape violence or hardship. The street
environment in turn hardens the children, harmstpéysically and morally and deprives them

of their childhood(Gobena, 1994).
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2.6. 1. Family breakdown and the emergence of streehildren

Broken family is taken by various experts to be mha&or cause for streetism (Gobena, 1994,
P.13). Tsegaye (2003) points out those family gisoms are "highly prevalent among families
with poor economic conditions”. The urbanizatiomgass involves rural-urban migration. The
migrant families overwhelmed with multiple advelestare unable to support their families in
which case children are forced to join street fde better chance of survival (Eade, 1995, P.
278). Hence family breakdown, urban poverty andratign are brought forth as militating
factors which precipitate children to the streehder normal circumstances, the natural
parents, the family, could best afford a ahlg family environment for a child. However,
not all family circumstances are normal noe dahe parents always around to offer the
comfortable environment (SC-Sweden, 2003, P. 92)sl true that parents offer the ideal
home for the child to grow. But it is also @amfortunate fact in the reality of the world that
millions of children are separated from their pasdor a variety of reasons (SC-Sweden, 2003,
P. 96).

The family institution is going through a lot of hgavals. Fewer and fewer children have stable
and caring family environments. Many families hdreken up with children left to fend for
themselves. Many families are also increasinglyrattarized by absent parents, lack of
communication between parents and children, alecsinchnd domestic violence. Many children

run away to the streets to avoid violenoel abuse in the family (Kopoka, 2000, P. 9).

Currently it is common incidence to heamlfitful stories of abuse of children by family
members. Nowadays it is not surprising to peaeents using force or threats to sendr thei
children out to beg, steal and work to eaoome for the family. Adults are using children
as sources of income and thus violating and dengimidren their basic rights as human beings.
Children become vulnerable to all forms of explidgia and abuse, and their daily lives are likely
to be far removed from the ideal childhood enviedm the CRC (UNICEF, 2006, P. 41).

In harsh situations, life on the streets may offe@re opportunities for the child than life at
home. Consequently, many children make a ratiohaice to leave home and live on the

streets, drawn by the increased economic inentand independence it affords (Sweta ,
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2005, P.5). Some claim that street childreme more accurately conceptualized as
'‘ones who abandon their families' rather tlzmae abandoned by them (Brick et al, 2000:
135).

2.6.2. Poverty and the Emergence of Street children

Economic factors have been cited most frequentlyhasreason the majority of children are
engaged in street life. According to Lusk et al§@293) “unlike street children in United States
and other industrial countries, Latin American strehildren are gravitating to the street out of
economic necessity. US street kids come from ala$@lasses and are overwhelmingly from
neglectful or abusive homes, where as their LatmeAcan counterparts should be seen
primarily as workers.” In Kenya, economic factorsrey also cited as the primary factor pushing
children to the streets (Wainaina, 1981). In maaysal accounts of street children, street
children are viewed as an inevitable outcome o&uanboverty (Veale, 1996, P.58).

As of 2002, around a billion children, close tofhthle world’s children lived in urban areas.
They live in sprawling mega-cities and in provihciawns, in cities that have existed for
centuries and in rapidly growing centers withinagrestill perceived as predominantly rural
(UNICEF, 2002, P.2). Africa, one of the least uizad regions, already has more than twice as
many urban children as North America (UN, 2001,).PThe least developed countries are the
richest in children. According to data of UN pogida division in 2004, 49 percent of the
population of least developed countries was unterdge of 18 while it is 21 percent for
developed countries (UNICEF, 2006, P. 12).

Urban children are usually considered to be healttietter housed, and better educated and
with access to a wider range of services and oppibies than rural children. Children are
disproportionately represented among the poorgesihe least developed countries tend to have
the youngest population, and poor families tendhage more children than the affluent ones.
Hence, hundreds of millions of urban children limgpoverty (UNICEF, 2002, P.2). Poverty in
childhood is a root cause of poverty in adultholmapoverished children often grow up to be
poor parents who in turn bring up their own childne poverty (UNICEF, 2005, P. 15).
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A crucial support for this cycle was a belief icw@dtural inheritance of poverty. It was held that

there was a distinct culture of poverty, which slthpeople’s attitudes to work and relief. Unless
they were properly motivated, it was felt, paupeasild be unable to improve their situation and

attitude to work and to welfare would be passedoatieir children (Scott, 1994, P.7). Research
evidences show that most parents seem to replicateasic parenting style they experienced as
children (Chen et al, 2001, P. 17).

2.7 Female street Children in Ethiopia

Ethiopia is one of the poorest countries in theldvas evidenced by a variety of indicators of
wellbeing. According to World Bank 2010, Per capmagome, life expectancy, educational
enrolment, and access to health services are lllee. Over the last 30 years, life expectancy
has shown little improvement and food productiongapita has declined (Bigsten, 2003, P. 87).
Urban problem has become a significant problemthiopia due mainly to rapid urbanization
and population growth. According Yohannes (20053B, there are studies, which argue that;

the rural biased policies of the government alsgragated the problem.

UNICEF estimates the number of street childrenddobtween 500,000 to 700,000 nationally
and approximately 150,000 are working and livingthe streets with no care and support in
Addis Ababa. Among these, the report indicates #ghdeast 25% are female. Different surveys
also showed that the numbers of living and workiegale children are growing (UNICEF,
2007, P.1). Girls who work and live in the streats faced with extremely harsh conditions
including sexual abuse by adults, rape, unwantednancy and early motherhood, sometimes as
young as 12. These girls are likely to join thekra child prostitutes or street mothers and
continue the vicious circle of street life and inalle are highly at risk of being infected with
HIV/AIDS, which they often pass on to their childrdt is estimated that there are 10,000 street
mothers in Addis Ababa (UNICEF, 2007 P. 2).

Female children living on the street are more wahke to street life than their male counterparts
due to gender-based violence and exploitation. Mbstese children are highly exposed to rape.
They are also forced to divert to commercial sexkwehen other survival options are limited.
As a result of both sexual abuse and exploitatitreet girls are exposed to various problems
like HIV/AIDS, STIs and unwanted pregnancy (UNICH§SCA and BoFED, 2007, p.3)
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Moreover, children living in certain types of fagniairrangements are more likely to become
involved in street life, notably female-headed lehadds and household with stepparents.
Looking at certain data, a large proportion of estrehildren come from families where one or
both parents are missing. Traditionally, a gireigpected to spend much of her time and energy
on activities that are confined to the domestic.uRublic opinion and normative constraints
were also strong enough to keep girls with the ‘BonBut, today social conditions and
economic necessities, under a changing urban emagot, are forcing more and more female

children to be initiated daily into street life @gaye, 2003).

According to De Oliveira, sexual abuse and explimitais listed first among the many problems
to which female street children encountered. Thiesie is a high risk of becoming victims of
physical, sexual and psychological abuses, STDmjs@uity, early pregnancy and sexual
exploitation. Due to various risk factors femalest children are vulnerable to various forms of
sexual abuse (De Oliveira, 2000). In general, fenshildren who are living and working on the
street are vulnerable and victims of sexual abuHesy face the danger of getting into accidents
and violence. As stated in reviewed literatureguakabuses are widely spread among female
street children in Ethiopia in general and AddisaBa in particular. Therefore, there is a need to
investigate the various forms of sexual abusectheses/risk factors associated with it and the
impacts in detail manner unlike the previous redeass which treated sexual abuse of female
children along with their pressing economic andiaoglight such as poverty, lack of shelter,

food denial of education, AIDS, and substance ahoseng others.

In general, female children who are living and wiogkon the street are vulnerable and victims
of different problems, including sexual and phykaiauses. They face the danger of getting into
accidents and violence. As stated in the literatiimere are different reasons that let girls to the
street and expose to a variety of problems. Theentircauses/risk factors associated with it
should be described in this study. The literatendew also dictates us that there are different
aspects of survival strategies that can be usethése female street children to solve their
problems. We also see the different roles accomegaby stakeholders to solve the immediate
needs of these female street children. Therefbegetis a need to investigate in detail the recent
problems and survival strategies used by femagesthildren in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
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CHAPTER THREE

.  METHODOLOGY

3.1. Research Design

Quantitative study design triangulated with quél& study was conducted July to December,
2011. The primary purpose of this study was to eepthe problems and survival strategies of
female street children (who are living & working dhe street) age between 14 and 17.
Moreover, it aimed to identify factors that pushigio street life and their current living and
working conditions on the street. The researchetentareful decision as to which ways of data
gathering methods would be best to understandstheeiunder study. Thiboth quantitative and
qualitative methods were considered to answer ¢search questiondt is better to collect both
guantitative and qualitative data and to triangulaethods, so that each method offsets some of
the inherent problems of the other methods. Withlitative methods, it is possible to listen and
allow children to say what is important to them atiten to record the information
systematically. Using quantitative methods forcége tresearcher to ask questions in a
standardized form.

The study used mixed model research design for enrsgvthe research questions. It is a type of
research design in which the researcher mixes lpotlitative and quantitative research
approaches within in the research process. Insthidy the researcher conducted survey and use
a questionnaire for quantitative study and for tpeantitative study, FGD and in-depth
interviews were utilized. The important reasonsdoing mixed research are to complement one
set of results with another. To expand a set dflte$ound in the quantitative study that may
miss contextual detail of female street childramalgative study was used (Miles & Huberman
(1994, p. 40)
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3.2. Study Setting

The study was conducted in Addis Ababa purposdicssl five major streets and places where
more children are available. Such places are ardiekico”, “Merkato”, “Piazza”, “Bole” and
“Arat Killo” areas in Addis Ababa. These points d@he central market area and city centers where
street children are most visible and active indityzp These places were selected by pilot assessmen
on density of street children in different areaor® precisely the study approaches the subject of
street children at a given point in time and thiediof street children

The rationales for selecting these areas are foide-

1) The researcher is very familiar with the studyaa because of the fact thia¢se places were
selected by pilot assessment on density of stig&tren in different areas. In the pilot study it
was found thahigh concentrations of female Street children wetad in such selected areas
of Addis Ababa.

2) The researcher became cognizant that (basedhennformation she acquired through
observation, informal communication and discussignle living and working in the study
area) female children who are living and workingtloa street of the study area are exposed to
different maltreatment including brutal nature exgal abuse. Thus, it would provide a useful
context or situation for the generation of data.

3) During informal communication and observationptdces, some female children in such
areas were seen engaged in different income eaadtigities and exposed to sexual abuse.
In addition various activities including differekihds of work and substance use was seen in
such places as compared to other areas of AddibaAinaobservation and selecting of places
relevant to such study.
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3.3. Data Collection

Data was collected by qualitative and quantitatmethods. The quantitative approach was
focused on obtaining numerical findings with thevey method. Hence, primary data was
collected from female street children by a strustluguestionnaire prepared by the researcher
after reviewing different literatures in the studsyea. The qualitative data collection approach
had three methods of data gathering: Focus graqusion (FGD), in-depth interview and key-
informants interview. These approaches gave suipgogualitative data that could triangulated
with the survey findings. Drawing on these ideamnide (1978) developed the concept of
triangulation - the term that is probably most vydesed to denote any attempt to combine or

mix different methods in a research study.

3.3.1. Quantitative Data Gathering

For the quantitative survegue to time and money constraints, purposivelycseie 100 female

street children aged 14-17 years, 20 at each desigrsites participated in the study. As it is
presented in Annex |, augstionnaire was prepared to get a rapid assessshdemale street

children in selected places of Addis Aballde quantitative approach focused on obtaining
numerical findings with the survey method. Data wakected from street children by a structured
questionnaire prepared by the researcher. Two edainniversity students supervised by the
researcher conducted the survey. Socio-demographécacteristics of female street children
including their parents, questions related to Hemale street children survive and meet their daily
basic need (food, cloth, shelter), problems thegedaon street while they live and work and

strategies for solving their problems were asketthénsurvey questionnaire.

3.3.2 Qualitative Data Gatherg

Feminist researchers recognized the need to discovedevelop research methodologies

consistent with feminist values that could be adved for general use in the social sciences. The

methodology which they embraced was primarily datilie (Mies, 1994, Smith (1998). For this

reason, such method permits street girls to expghessexperiences fully and in their own terms

as it is possible to develop in-depth relationshiib study participants, document what actually

happens by observing taboo behaviors in naturéhget address the larger social and cultural
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context in which study subjects operate, and peowitbre accurate understanding of study

participants’ behaviors and motivations.

Mason (2005, p.1) argued that qualitative researcis exciting and important. It is a highly

rewarding activity because it engages us with shithgat matter, in ways that matter. Through
gualitative research we can explore a wide arrajimaensions of the social world, including the
texture and weave of everyday life, the understagg]i experiences and imaginings of our
research participants, the ways that social presggsstitutions, discourses or relationships
work, and the significance of the meanings thay thenerate. We can do this qualitatively by
using methodologies that celebrate richness, depthnce, context, multidimensionality and
complexity.

3.3.2.1 Focus Group Discussion (FGD)

The researcher conducted three focus group dismsssiith female children ‘of’ the street and
female children ‘on’ the street. Each FGD had ®méle street children from three areas
(Merkato, Piassa, Mexico). Sociodemographic infaromés and places where and when the data
were collected is attached in Annex lll. A, B, Gdaopics for discussion, is attached on Annex
lI-A. It helps in the collection of feelings or peptions of street children information. The
process of group interaction stimulates activeigggtion and encourages ordinary dialogue
(including differences of opinion) among membergha group. The focus group technique is
especially useful for an in-depth exploration @ést children’s and service providers’ views on
the given topic. The questions were related to atbwir prior knowledge about street life, why
and how they joined the street, and their percapimout their current street life and their future
hope FGD guides were prepared for effective communicatitach question were asked and the
researcher together with the assistant and wreie riéplay as it is in note book prepared for this
purpose. In these three sessions, the researctdarates and took notes of the sessions while
the assistant recorded all relevant issues voicards by tape recorder in one group but in the
other two groups recording was not possible bec&BP participants did not agree to be

recorded.
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3.3.2.2. In-depth Interview

To get detail information, the researcher met wimale street children for an in-depth

interview who agreed to discuss the situation$eirtives and the difficulties they encounter on

a daily basis. Ten female street children who i@red and working on the street. These children
were composed of five ‘on’ and five ‘of’ female estt children. Children on the street are those
that are having a shelter to spend night to sleelpchildren of the street are those that having no
home but the streets. The questions interviewedred issues/themes with a focus on forms of
the reason of joining to street life, major probéeemcountered in street life, whether the girl had
sexual intercourse and whether it was intentiomalat and possible problem solving strategies
used whenever problem arise in street life. Tofacgliscussion, where and when the data were

collected, is attached in Annex II-B

In planning and conducting the qualitative intewirgg, rigorous attempt was made to begin
discussions by warm-up questions with various pigdnts of the study after having informed
consent of participants of the study, and in sorases parents of the children. Then, the
researcher used some questions related to theipanis’ background information and general
working and living situations as opening or warm4opics which in turn pave the way to

discuss openly the major issues of sexual abuse@female street children. Similarly, attempt

also made to make the questions understandablel@adto each interviewee.

The other critical lesson learnt during the studgswthe issue of recording interviews.
Interviewees were not feeling comfortable in thee uf tape-recorder when asked about
guestions about personal matters which distressaamdby them. Consequently, taking into
considerations this fact and given the sensitivitythe issue, the researcher made detail hand
written notes for recording each interviews. Hetés vital to note that interview guides were
prepared for effective communication and understandetween the informants and the
researcher. Interviews with one informant took loe average 30 minutes. The researcher made
all interviews with street children with aim of wrdtanding their problems more with better

negotiation.
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3.3.2.3. Key-informants Interview

This method was employed to collect data from thpesg@inent sources, specifically linked to the
purpose of this study because of being membepaftcular organization or institution. For this
reason, interviews were conducted with those kndgdable individuals on the subject. Five
relevant stakeholder representatives from: Labar $ocial Affairs Office; Legal office; Child
and Youth office; Child and Youth club, Seniors &WXth Association were asked questions
relevant to their contribution to solve the probseaf female street children, their perception in
how to reduce the problem of female streetism ctimlenges they have faced to intervene and
their recommendations to solve the problems oficétileetism. Topics for discussion, where and
when the data were collected, is attached on inreAkC.

3.4. Data Processing and Analysis

For quantitative survey, data were entered to apewen using EPI Info version 3.5.1 for
windows software after manual editing was done Hy tesearcher. Data cleaning was done
using the same software. The cleaned data set wasted to SPSS version 15 (SPSS Inc,
Chicago, USA) software for data processing andyaialby the help of statistician. Findings
were summarized and organized using descriptivestita to describe the basic features of the
data in the study. Data were presented by freqasndistribution, graph, table, percentages,
mean and standard deviation and median.

For qualitative study, the data obtained through dforementioned methods of data collection
was organized in line with the objectives of theearch and with the ongoing interpretation of
the data. In this process, transcriptions, traimsland coding of the information from FGD and
in-depth interview were primary carried out to uke data systematically. The transcriptions
were 32 pages and the back translations were 2&sphy avoiding repeated statements.
Similarly, remarks taken by the researcher duriata @ollection was organized and included to
enrich the discussion of the findings. Data gaiimethe process of FGD and in-depth interview
were analyzed using qualitative data analysis plees that involve breaking down the
information in to different themes and categoriesl ssub-categories which answered the

research objectives. Then, qualitative data wésgoaized into different themes and categories
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for the purpose of retrieval of sections of textetements of the data, and some form of further
analysis or manipulation. According to the speciiigiectives of the study, the quantitative

survey result was then supported by the findingbénqualitative method to enrich the study.

Qualitative Data Analysis (QDA) is the range of ggsses and procedures whereby we move
from the qualitative data that have been colleatéal some form of explanation, understanding
or interpretation of the people and situations weeiavestigating. The process of QDA usually
involves two things, writing and the identificatiaf themes. Writing of some kind is found in
almost all forms of QDA. Then the data was intetguleand categorized to explain according to
the objectives of the research. The data set trenarganized manually to gather materials that
have similar themes or ideas and then categorizeshswer specific objectives (Coffey, A., B.
Holbrook & P. Atkinson, 1996).

3.5. Negotiating Relationships and Etal Considerations

The aim of negotiating relationships with informsairg to allow the researcher to ethically collect
necessary data that can answer the research quesfidhe study. In sensitive researches like
this, it was mentioned that negotiating relatiopstof informants through different ways prior to
the interviews is important (Mason, 2005). Accoglyn establishing trustful relationship has

been found to be indispensable as the central tioéings research is sensitive.

The researcher endeavor to negotiate relationshipls research informants and to win
informants confidence particularly female streatdrbn was highly reduced due to the fact that
subjects of the study (female street children) @wen and have the skill of creating smooth
relationships with anyone who wants to talk to thémwe Oliveria research on street children
shows that street children presence creates atyasfereactions in other individuals. These
inevitable contacts demand from the children atgdeal of social skill. Street children know

how to act differently in the presence of differkimds of people (de Oliveira, 2000, P.19).

Therefore, the researcher didn’t encountered ds sereous problem in creating trustful relations
with research participants that helped her to yamin permission to conduct interviews and

discussions. The warm-up questions and informaludisions with female street children during
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the beginning of interviews and FGD had played wofail role in the process of winning

confidences and creating rapport.

It was possible to decide early during the reseg@rmdtess how, when and where to conduct
interviews based on the preliminary observationis Tieally helped the researcher to create
smooth relationships with informants. Hence, inwmmg with female street children were

generally conducted in places where they normallpgltheir daily activities. In some cases, the
researcher used relatively calm places where it passible to discuss with informants

peacefully. Interviews with children were also coagd during day time. Generally, interviews

with female street children were conducted withgleee and time they preferred and agreed.

Overall, female street children and stakeholdergyaated in the study did take control of both

the interviews and FGD. The interviews were fillgith emotions and the respondents were free
in expressing themselves. Surprisingly, most ofrdspondents talked very frankly and openly
about a range of issues without any hesitationline with these, the data obtained was of
satisfactory depth and width. At the end of intewiand FGD, the children were remunerated in
cash for their kind cooperation and time. The redes also bought some products from

working children. Some of the informants were giésased about the money the fact that they
would use the money for food, clothes and shelibe researcher did however emphasize that
the money was not a payment for the informatiorvigied. Besides, the researcher helped two
informants to get medical services by giving themme money. While discussing about the

impacts of different issues related to the study,

In addition, throughout the process the researdlteher best to be sensitive to verbal and non-
verbal cues, which would lead to giving the opinafrwithdrawing or changing the subject. For
the purpose of confidentiality and ethical consadiens, in the discussion part and elsewhere in

the report, the names of research participants naresed at all.

Generally, the researcher clearly stated the per@osl objectives of the study to different
informants from various organizations and instdn participated in the study which in turn
didn’t raise any problem in terms of relationshifiscess to information from such organizations

and institutions was secured after giving the tetterecommendation written by Saint Marry
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University College. The researcher clearly infornfethale street children and other relevant
stakeholders about the goals and method of thessseat, what they would gain or lose if they
participate and also they are free to refuse tdigyaate. The researcher was responsible in
keeping the privacy and the confidentiality of théormation of the study participants. During
the assessment, if the investigator may come acmsgitions and/or situations which require
urgent attention, such as injuries or threat oflerioe, such conditions will be attended as

priority issues and reported to the relevant boefpie dealing with the research in question.

The researcher took great care to carefully hamtézviews without female street children and
stakeholders to get their experiences. Emphasispleagd on the female street children having
the choice whether and to what extent they wisloegatticipate in the research. Therefore, the
research process began asking female street ahildnether they would agree to participate in
the research. Thus, the researcher made an eff@xplain the purpose of the study and what
would be done with the results. The researchertsipme explaining that there were a lot of

guestions and if they thought any question to b sipsetting or too difficult, then they should

let the researcher know. The children were encadamnd shown how to stop the interview at
that point and were also encouraged to add anythiatgthey thought was important. Participants
were informed that they have the full right to @distnue or refuse to participate in the study.

Names of respondents would be anonymous for theogerof keeping confidentiality.
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CHAPTER FOUR

IV. RESULT

4.1 Socio-demographic Characteristicd Bemale Street Children

This chapter presents the survey data obtained f@dnfemale street children triangulated with
ten in-depth interviews, three FGDs with femaleestr children and five key-informants

interviews with stakeholders.

Female street children were asked about their haokg and demographic history. Information
regarding socio-demographic characteristics of fenséreet children is presented in Table 1.
The mean age of female street children was 15.61(8B). Most 73 (73%) of the female street
children were Christian by religion. Street childrevere asked about their educational
background. Majority 71(71%) of them had attendebosl before street life. Out of those
attended school, majority of them 53(74.8 %) haldost dropouts. The remaining 29(29%)
didn’t attend school. The reasons given were n@paupl0(34.5%), no school in the place of
origin 10(34.5%), not interested 6(20.3), and cafford 3(10.3).
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Table 1. Socio-demographic characteristics of fen@street children in selected
Places of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Characteristics Number Percentage
Age
14 16 16
15 33 33
16 25 25
17 26 26
Mean(SD) 15.61 (SD 1.04)
Religion
Christiar 73 73
Muslim 26 26
Other 1 1

School before street life

Yes 71 71
No 29 29

What grade (n=71)

<4 25 35.2
4-6 39 54.9
>6 7 9.9

Drop out ( n=71)

Yes 53 74.¢
No 18 254

Parents status

Both alive 40 4C
Mother only alive 21 21
Father only alive 9 9

Both dead 30 30
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Fig. 1 Reasons for not going to school before stitdée by female street children in selected
places of Addis Ababa

Can not afford 10.3%
20.7% Not interested

No one support 34.5%

34.5% No school in my place

The findings of qualitative study by three FGD skowthat 18 female street children (6 from
each FGD) participated in the study, Out of whidli61%) were ‘of’ female street children and
7 (39%) were ‘on’ female street children. Their ageges from 14-17 years. Profile of in-depth

interview participant is presented on Annex IlI-A.

The findings of qualitative study by in-depth intew showed that 10 female street children
interviewed out of which 5(50%) were ‘on’ streeti@e children (apparently having shelter to
spend the night) and 5(50%) were ‘of' street fen@igédren who spent their day and night on
street. Their age ranges from 15-17 years. Aseo filace of origin, 6(60%) were from Addis
Ababa and the rest 4 (40%) from outside Addis Ab&afile of in-depth interview participant
is presented on Annex IlI-B.

Qualitative study by key-informants from five redan stakeholders showed that 4(80%) are
males and 1(20%) is female. Most of them were foumd.edeta sub city and work in
government office and 1 key- informant from Non-govment organization. Their age ranges
from 27-40 years. Profile of the participants isggnted on Annex 1lI-C.
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4.2. Reasons for Joining to Street Life and Lengthf Stay in street by
Female Street children

Table 2 shows the survey data on length of Stayraadons for joining street life by female
street children. The mean stay in street life & yiears (SD 0.8). The minimum stay being 6
months and the maximum is 4.5 years. A quarterenfale street children join the street very
recently (<1 year). Majority (52%) had stayedl-&rgein the street. Most of them came from
semi-urban (56 %) and urban (28 %) such as distaicti main towns of the country for example
Mojo, Enjibra, Dabat (for semi-urban) and Addis Aba Adama, Dire-Dawa (for urban)

respectively.

Table 2: Length of Stay and Reasons for street lifamong Female Street children in

selected places of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Characteristics Number Percentage

Length of stay on street

<1 yea 25 25
1-3 year: 52 52
> 3 Year 23 23
Mean 1.7 yea

*Qriginal Place

Urbar 28 28
Semi Urbal 56 56
Rura 16 16

Reason for Street life(n=100)

Low income 30 30
Abuse/ Violenc 19 19
Family breakdow 16 16
Behavioral problem (Self Proble 5 5
Peer pressu 5 5
Early marriag 11 11
Seek for wor 13 13
Othel 1 1
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NB: For the purpose of this study urban placesthose major cities and towns in the country (foaraple, Addis Ababa,
Adama, Awassa, etc; semi-urban are those placdsstricts (‘wereda’)’ towns or smaller towns likeeBark, Dabat, Mojo,

Dukem, etc.) and rural places are the rest patteotountry where the real agriculture is exercised

The researcher asked about possible reasons thiatthem to street life in the focus group
discussions, female street children identifieded#ht major reasons for their being in the street.
Some of the reasons identified were: family’s lomeame, seek for work in town, sexual abuse
by one of the family member, unwanted pregnancyyamted marriage, death of mother or
father, violence and peer pressure. The surveytraiso showed that 30%, 19% and 16% of the
cause of female street children being in street Were low family income (poverty), abuse
and/or violence by one or more of their family memsand family breakdown due to death or
divorce of parents respectively. Female streetlodil work most of the day time to earn money

to support their families.

4.2.1 Low Income

Poverty (low income) was found to be the major oeafor female street children to come to
street life. The survey result showed us that 3@%em are in street life because of poverty.
Most of the informants who work on the street & thrget area reported that they come from
poor family background. Mahlet, a 17 years oldettgrl who was working on the streets due to
the fact that her poor mother and her two yountesdo not have anything to eat at home,

except waiting what she could do for them explaittethe researcher:

| have been in the street for the last three yeamsften walk around Addis Ababa Stadium,
Mexico and around National Theater. | am workingtbe street to help my mother who suffers

a lot to raise her children alone with low income.”

In some cases, families and/or relatives may ieittand force them to be in the street to do some
work there and bring money home. Aberash, a 17systaeet girl saidmy mother igocal drinks

seller like ‘Tej’ ‘Tella’ and ‘Injera’. | often hegd her at home. But, she told me to stop helping her
in domestic activities and better to start workorgthe street. Now, | am working on the street in

order to help my mother and to cover my educaien f
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Another girl, Tarik aged 17 years reported to teeearcher thatMy father and mother are very
poor. They have five children. My mother is illdeg and she doesn’'t have any formal
employment so do my father. As a result, the mthragyget is not enough to feed all family. Thus,
| started working on the street to add the familgame.”

4.2.2. Violence and Abuse by their Family Members

Another important reason for female street childoeing at street life is violence and abuse by
their family members. The survey result showedhas more than 19 % of street children had
one or more forms of abuse or violence by theirifamembers and they were forced to be out
to street life. Etagegn, a 15 year street girld tible researcher that she preferred street life to
home because of violence and abuse by their owiyfanembers. She stated clearly signify that
violence at home make girls to choose street hf@nttheir homeMy father often creates
problems and quarrel with his families whenevercame home drunk. He was alcohol addicted
and came home late being intoxicated. Our small dhovas always feeling with anxiety and
fears. He had beaten my poor mother and me withoytreason. He didn't like me. | left my
home as | was afraid that he will kill mé\nother female street child, Genet, 17 yearssaid “

was born and raised in Dire Dewa. When | reacheddgr4, my uncle brought me to Addis
Ababa as | was not comfortable to live with my died family. | was neglected badly by my
family. My uncle has a wife and three children: dwy and two girls. One day, when | was
reading my books in my room, he entered my roomaskeéd me to sleep with him. He had
drunk a lot that day. Unfortunately, no one wasward me. Then, he forced me to have sex with

him. | joined street life after my uncle raped.me

Some female street children are more likely to gtireet or to leave their home due to sexual,
physical and psychological violence at home. THeyose street life as the alternative to various
forms violence at home by older member of the fankttagegne, a 15 year street girl who sells
boiled potatoes on the street, gives evidence ghatis going to leave her home due to her
parents: I can’t see any difference for me being on theeststruggling to get money by selling

‘potatoes’ and being in home where both my motet my father hurt meShe described that

when evening comes, she start worrying since herehs not safe. On one hand, her mother was
not always pleased with what she did; on the atlaed, her father who often intoxicated creates

trouble in homeMy mother always took the money | brought home aéling boiled potatoes.
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She never satisfied with what | did and she blamedor that matter. If the money is less than
what she expects, she beaten me and insulted mkentpithat | didn’t work properly. Moreover,

my father who came home being drunk always quatrelith my mother because of money.
When | told him not to say bad words against myhempthe beaten me throwing everything that

he can found around him. Unless things change irhome, | will leave my home soon.

4.2.3. Family Breakdown

In line with the causes related to family that lgads to come into the street, it was explored tha
family breakdown due to divorce and death of onbath parents was identified as one principal
factor that expose girls to street way of life. Tata on the survey result demonstrated that 16 %
of street female children were in street becaugdefact that their families broke-up. This was
also supported by the data that 30 %of the fenmedetschildren lost one of their parents (mother
or father) and the other 30% lost both parent&dme girls revealed that they start living and/or
working in the streets of the target area afteir {h&rents divorced and start living separately tha
makes women unable to help her children. Some rnmdats also affirmed that they were
exposed to street life due to the fact that thesy their parents with accidents or illness. For
example, Mestawot, 16 years old informed clearlyht® researcher thatt is very difficult to
live in home where there is no mother or fatheprtepare food and other basic thing§he was
very upset while she was reporting about the ctheteforces her to work on the street:

“I have started living on the street after my fatt@as passed away due to HIV/AIDS. He was the
only breadwinner of our family. My mother is nowksand can’'t move from place to place. |

must work on the street to help my families asveh@o other alternative to get money.

Similarly, Mahlet, 17 years old mentioned her rea8bcome to street life a$ have worked in
the street to help my mother who suffers a lotaise her children because my father passed
away due to car accident. | was grade 6 beforeattetl working. However when the problem
became worst and difficult to be handled by my erothho struggle to raise her children, |
decided to quit my education and start workinglen gtreet.”
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4.2.4. Female Child Behavior Change

Moreover, some female street children are forcettawe home by their families because the
family doesn’t approve of a child’s behavior or dsnsequences e.g. pregnancy. The survey
result demonstrated that about 5 % of the femadesthildren were in such kind of life because
of their families doesn’t approve one or more dittbehavior and forced out to live in street.
Besides, it is clear that some factors contribatalitferent forms of violence in their home
against female children: factors like poverty atmblaol abuse impacts on levels of violence in
families. As the above unpleasant incident disaligse one of the informants with irritated
manner and the data from some informants cleddstrate that some girls are exposed to street
life caused by their behavioral problems. As to sanformants and the above happening, it
seems true that behavioral change of girls, formpta being drug addicted which is
unacceptable to the parents and the society ag;langke the girl child to be deserted by the
entire family members. Although such neglect byifgmmake girls to go to street way of life, it
should be critical to note that the girl's behavisrthe major reason to create such conflict
between the girl and her family. However, the ginild shouldn’t be blamed as she is the
product of the society at large. Similarly, theestreducators explained that a large number of
children live in the street as they think that theyoy freedom on the street than their home.
Street educator pointed out thas‘parents often control their children not to dame bad
things like chewing khat, smoking cigarette andking alcohol, children need a place where
they can do whatever they want to do. Then, theyeaap with a quick decision that the street is

conducive place’

Female street girls may quarrel with parents or bwmof her family due to various reasons.
Then they usually run away from home being scarfebleating and other problems whenever
they clash with their families. To mention one, A¥osef (street educator) told a story of one
girl: *her name is Bethelhem, 16 years old. She was enbegactivities that her families don’t
like. She started affiliation with a boy in herlage neglecting her education. At the end of the
day, she became pregnant. Eventually, she madstteet her place to live as their parents

clash and abandoned her’.

38



4.2.5. Influence of Peer and City life

Another finding in this study that lead girls taesdt life was peer/friends influence. Some
informants mentioned that one of the causes tlarethe girl children to live and work on the
street is the influence of friends who once malesdtneet a place to live and work. They signify
that girls can easily be part of street life ifyHeave friends who already became street children.
The survey result showed us that 5% of female tsteiddren experienced influence by their
peers. Interview with Hirut, a 16 years streetdhd@ported that she started working on the street
after her friend, who was a neighbor and classnsdéat working on the street dictate similar
finding. She said that:saw my friend dressing better when we go to dchast of the time. |
was curious to know how she dressed like that. tSBldeme that it is the work she is doing
whenever she gets free time that gives her oppityttm earn money. Then, she advised me to
start working with her promising that she will helpe. Finally, | have started selling tea and
bread on the streetSimilarly, street educators affirmed what they lisuencounter during their
day to day activities on the street with regarthi causes that lead the girl children to the stree
life. Accordingly, it was pointed out that someestr children in general and female street
children in particular join street life to live/twork due to the fact that they were influenced by
their friends Most girls on the street are victims of influengeftiends who have already joined

street life’

Here, it is vital to put the following quotation éxplore the cause for the girl to be on the street
Aster, a 16 years old street girkvas good student before | dropped out from mycation and
exposed to street life. | became one member ofbapgof students in my school when | was
grade nine to make the group five in number (thbeys and two girls). We had good
relationships and strong communications in our groln the mean time, we started chewing
‘khat’, smoking ‘shisha and cigarette’ and ‘cheb&e hardly went to school and home. Finally,
we decided to live in rented room when one of tHe m our group became pregnant. We were
free on the street and in our room to do everythwegwant during the beginning of our street

life. | am now begging on the street to get someaydor our food, clothes and shelter
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4.2.6. Early Marriage

The survey result showed that some of the femaksetstthildren came from outside Addis
Ababa. Some street girls who came from such plexasrted that they were exposed to harmful
traditional practices such as early marriage. Whether questioned to those who came from
other region, some girls pointed out that whatrthemmunity practiced as a tradition, besides to
violence and poverty in their family, forced themrésort street way of life. They mentioned that
some harmful cultural practices in their commurptyt them in danger and exposed them to
many problems in their life. In addition to socibkgalth, physical and psychological problems
such harmful practices created in their lifespamjso makes girls to live on the street of urban
areas. The survey result showed us that 11% dethale street children reason for being in the
street was early marriage. The qualitative stugp alas similar finding. Serkalem, a 16year girl
who came from Wollo, Mersa district said to theeaagher in relation to harmful traditional
practice in her community makes a street gitkas given to my husband at the age of 13. By
then | was going to school. | was forced to stomgdo school and | got married. Since | had an
ambition to be successful student, | escaped frgnmarriage after two days and run away to
Addis Ababa with the money | stole from my husbhstdyed in a hotel for some days. I tried to
find my aunt in Addis Ababa, but to no avail. Ingd street lifevhen | finished the money |
brought

4.2.7. Seek for Work

Moreover, what some informants from rural backgbumentioned clearly shows that
sometimes girls come to Addis Ababa in general atier urban cities in particular with the
promise of education and good employment oppogusytvarious groups of their community.
They migrate from rural part to urban cities by figes, relatives and friends for work in homes,
hotels and restaurants as a child laborer. Theyenmiowrban cities with the promise of better
education, food, and other necessities and dueanalyf abuse, family disintegration, and
poverty. The survey result showed us that showat 1B % of them came to Addis Ababa to
seek for work. The qualitative data also demonstratmilar findings. For example, Embet, a 15
years street child in the target area said sadiytaihe reason how she joined street life:

I left my village and my family last year when Isandd years of age. My father always tells me
that | should work in Addis Ababa like the girls anr village. When his friend came to our

40



village to visit his own mother, my father senttogether so that his friend search work for me.
After some times, he put me as a domestic labarene house. | had worked every day from
early mornings to late nights. | worked for abowesar and hardly got any payment. | didn’t see
my father’s friend from the moment we separate@nkally, | run out from that house, and |

am here on the street.

4.3 Problems of Female Street Children

Table 4 presents street related problems by festedet children. Eighty percent of the female
street children had one or more types of illnesdentney were in the street. These include:
infectious diseases (63%), chronic illness (19%phegplogical problems (10%) and skin

problems (4.6%). Moreover, these female childremevsiffered by different kinds of injuries

(65%) predominantly due to violence (86 %).

Another risk for female street children was onemare forms of physical abuse (79%) by their
friends, police, etc. Moreover these children hagual abuse; raped in (61%), sexual assault
(18%). female street children are abused, as tleeljndng unprotected and are highly vulnerable
section of the society. As a result the surveyifigddemonstrated that 51 % had unwanted

pregnancy and 45% practiced unsafe abortion.
Some female street children reported by in-depteriew that they were affected by sexual

transmitted diseases. Hirut, aged 16 years toldthepresearcher that “I got sick...my friends

took me to the clinic and | was told that | affettey gonorrhea.
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Table 3: Street related Problems of female streehddren in selected places of Addis Ababa

Problems Number Percentage
Ever had lliness
Yes 80 80
No 20 20
Types of perceived illness (n=80)
Infections 50 62.5
Chronic illness 15 18.7
Skin problems 4 5.0
Gynecological problems 8 10.0
Others 3.8
Ever had injury
Yes 65 65
No 35 35

Types of injury (n=65)

Injury due to violence 56 86
Car accident

Burn

Ever had sexual abuse?

Yes 79 79
No 21 21
Types of sexual abuse( n=79)
Rape 61 77
sexual assault 18 23

Exposed Pregnancy

Yes 51 51
No 49 49
Pregnancy outcome (n=51)
Got birth 28 55
Aborted 23 45
Ever in Prison?
Yes 18 18
No 82 82
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In the FGD it was learnt that perpetuators werenkien person, passengers, clients (sugar
daddies), thieves, street adult, etc, and the ewasta daily experience. The major problems
reported by female street children include shortafyéood, shelter, and clothing (and hence
susceptibility to bad or harsh weather conditiongybal abuse by dunkers, sexual abuse and
rape, unwanted pregnancy, abortion, health probléme& of medical service, lack of money,
unfair treatment of street children by the polioss of property (being robbed/stolen by thieves,

etc.

In in-depth interview, street girls has acknowladigs a significant problem for female street
children had unsafe sexual attack (sexual abuséd)fteyent people. For example, Mahalet, a 17
years, said “@e day they (street boys) tried to rape me, buufately my friends saved me.”

She also added another incidertoWwever, anotheday a man told me that he wanted me to
work in his home and he promised me to give mooéywhen we reached his home he raped

me.n

Some female street children also claimed physioaka. For example Genet, 17 years, told her
experience of physical abu$erunks usually kicked me. The police beat me upwhbatever
wrong the others did.’'Mahlet, 17 years female street child also addetieet life has many

problems, most of the time street boys usuallycktyau to take your money.”

In the other hand, some female street childrenmadi different kind of health problems and
concerns. Some of the health problems and coneceansly due to unsafe sexual practice. For
example, Serkalem, a 16 year female street tolthéoresearcherYou see there are many
problems on street. | remember the incidences iogb&ounded with the blade while attempting
to refuse sex when | was in deep sleep by a dimetvho unfasten my trouser with a blade and
he actually raped me as a result | have gynecolgicoblem. | had not tested for HIV/AIDS. |

want to know my status for HIV, but | am afraiditnso.”

Focus group discussions with street children areestdults and findings from interviews with
social workers confirmed that street children wengaged in risky sexual behavior. This study
revealed that street children in Addis Ababa exgmae a carefree sex, rape, prostitution, and sex
for goods and other services. It was reported & fticus group discussions that there were
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events that younger boys were raped by older malghyor adult street people. Some female

street children had boy friend’s to safe guard tlaewh protect them from other abusers.

4. 4 Survival Strategies of Female Street Children

This section seeks to present living conditiondenhale street children who were selected to
participate in the study from different places afdés Ababa. The survey result is presented in
table 4.

Table 4 : Survival strategies of female street chdren in Addis Ababa

Variables Number Percentage
Source of Food
Begging 49 49
Hotel left over 50 50
Other 1 1
Meals per day
Once 10 10
Twice 34 34
Three Times 3 3
As available 53 53
Source of Closing
Begging 68 68
Friends 16 16
Self 16 16
Shelter availability
Yes 35 35
No 65 65
Do you have job?
Yes 21 21
No 79 79
School attendance
Yes 8 8
No 92 92
Grade(n=8)
<4 4 50
4-6 4 50
Drop out
Yes 6 75
No 2 25
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Table 4 demonstrates the result of the surveyaelén the living conditions of female street
children. This data showed that their major souwtdood was hotel leftover followed by
begging in 50% and 49% of the female street childrespectively. Most (53%) took food as
available followed by twice per day in 34 % of fieenale street children. Similarly their source
of clothing was begging in 68% of the cases. M65€4) of the respondents reported that they
didn’t have shelter to sleep at night. As to whketthey had work, only 21% of the female street
children had some kinds of work, reported in ga#iie study daily labor and other small
businesses.

Figure 2 presents the reasons reported by femadet sthildren for not going to school while

they were in street. Only 8% of the respondentstuwerschool while they are in street. The
major reason, 58.7% of them were that they couldffdrd to attend school. These children are
not attending school even though they are at scagel In FGD, asked about what was their

future hope and in the future most agreed to caettheir education if they got support.

Fig.2. Reasons for not going to school after streemong Female street children in selected
places of Addis Ababa

14.1% Not interested

27.2% No one support

Can not afford 58.7%
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Female street children being alone or with groussially target people for begging in cafes, in
the hotels, or on street corners where they apprdagers stopped at traffic lights. Aster, 16
years old, said thatve often ask people for money on the streets androgers on traffic light

to cover our food and house rent as we sleep itetehouse. If that doesn’'t work, we work
prostitution to secure monegberash, 17 years, who sells small item likekimagpand cigarettes
affirmed that she doesn’t care doing begging artgution if she gets moneyometimes |
don’t get enough money selling small items to cowgrschool fee and to help my poor mother,
who sell ‘injera & Tela in local market. Becausetbis, | often engaged in begging. Besides, |
don’t mind to go with diverse men who asked méetpswith them. | don’t hesitate to make sex

with them if the money is good enough for me

Female Street children thought that the feedingtbaib street children might have exposed them
to various kinds of food borne diseases. This $aciws that street children lack access to their
basic need, food. Aster, 16 years street girl,rmgxd the researcher hopelessly tHabften get
money through begging and prostitution to live tome while | am living on the street. | don’t
have any prospect in future due to the fact thaml always worried about my health condition.
To think about future, one should be healthy angplyain the first place. But, | never get
happiness all my life. It is better for me to staythe street till | die, chewing ‘khat’ with other

street children that gives me pleasure and helpgarferget everything.”

Similarly, interview with Ato. Yosef (street eduoat affirmed that most girls activities on the
street are depend up on how much money they geadtmentioned that some girls change their
job and others do various job at the same tiift@ese children may sleep somewhere during the
night where they are comfortable. They may sleetherstreet with other street children or they

may go with various men to make sex.”

4.5 Problem Solving Strategies of Female Street Gtiren

This part shows how female street children’s’ cgpstrategy. The researcher tried to approach

this by quantitative survey, asking each femaleestichild how they solve their immediate

46



problems. Moreover qualitatively method was used F$D and in-depth interview to

understand their experience in problem solvingr&tegies used by them.

Table 5 presents the survey result of how femakesichildren solve their different of their
problems presented above in their street life. Migjq67%) reported that they solved their
problems by themselves. In the focus group disoassand in-depth interviews similar findings
were reported. It was learnt that most of the mold were solved by female street children
themselves and their friends. Genet, a 17 yearsoget female child told the researcher that
“One day, | got sick & | told to my friends. Theene kind to me and bought medicine from
pharmacy” She also mentioned the coping strategy she useké whe had an incident of
violence or attempt of rapél have a street children boy friend that proteatse from any

attacks.”

Table 5. Problem solving strategies of female streehildren

Problems solving strategie Number Percentage

Self 67 67
Support by NGO 13 13
Support from peers 16 16
Support from relatives 4 4

However, some of ‘on’ street female child that hémily or relatives solve their problems by
the help of their family members. For example, Matiea 17 year ‘on’ street female children
reported to the researcher thitost of the time | went to my home before nighd avalk with

my friends”.

In this study it was found that most female stref@tdren solve their problem by their own.

(67%) and others seek help from their peers (188tgtives (4%) and NGO (13%). The in-depth

interview and FGD with street girls and stakehadshowed similar findings. For example,

Aster a 16 year street girl explains her ev&vhen | get sick.l tell my friends..If they have
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money they buy drugs for mdf we don't have money.l just sleep..You know we are very
poor...and our life here in the streets is very hard.’'

Tarik a 16 year street girl add&dne day my friend was very siclde was unconsciousWe
contributed some money and took him to the hosfiterefore, if we don't have money we don't

go to the hospital.until we contribute or borrow money from each other

FGD with female street children also showed tha&ythad received minimal support from
government organizations (GO) & non-governmentghaizations (NGOSs) so far. In the FGD,
female street children were asked what they exgdcten governmental & non-governmental
organizations. They identified the following areEsconcern: First they wanted to get help in
their basic needs such as food, medication, sheftgéreducation. Moreover, they also identified

reunification to their parents, vocational trairsrand legal protection.

4.6. The Role of Stakeholders in Solvingé¢hProblems of Female Street
Children

This part presents the key-informant interview witre stakeholders that are direct or indirect
contribution by working with female street childreStakeholders in this context are those
governmental and non-governmental organizations iage direct or indirect contribution to
assist street children in one way or otherwise.

Key informants were asked the level and type oftrdoution they provided to female street
children. Ato. Mesfin, 40 years old from Labor a®dcial Affairs Office told the researcher as
“We gave training for 628 street children in collas®ion with the city administration in the

making of cobble stone. Some of them are fema&etsthildren. We have also finalized
preparation to engage more street children in vasidusinesses by providing relevant training
in small-scale and micro enterprises. You see, Hiy gjovernment intervention, most street

children have changed their life, but some prebestay in the streets.”

Asked what the office could contribute, if a femateeet girl came with a problem, he replied,
“We lead them to legal body, such as police anallegfice. We also give training to protect
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themselves to sexual transmitted diseases and nme stase we have supported for their
education. But sometimes there is a budget comsttéle also addedThe root cause of
streetism is poverty. Hence we need to work hargawerty reduction strategies in the general
population.” The challenge they faced in the effort to supfemale street children, he sdid

is very difficult work to change the behavior a&st children. Most of them assume that street is

a place of freedom.”

Ato. Yosef 28 years whose task street educator fteaeta sub-city, Child and Youth Club,
explained her contribution as “Our office work amnfale street children by giving awareness
trainings related to reproductive health, sexwigmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS and substance
abuse.” Heexplained his experience in the street as “Mostdke street children experience
unsafe sex, they don’'t mind sex without condonhey tmay be forced to do it without it by
strangers.”His experience as street educator showed as ta dne challenges in solving their
problems, Most of the time female street children don’t wintake training, rather they need
money for bad things like chewing Chat, smokingretie and drinking alcohol. They assume
street is a place where they can do whatever thayt o do.” She told the researcher her case
related with this situation,For example | know a girl who engaged in activitieat her families
don'’t like. She started affiliation with a boy iervillage neglecting her education. At the end of
the day, she became pregnant. Eventually, she mhadgtreet her place to live as their parents
disagree and abandoned her.”

The researcher also contacted a local NGO knowhl@sabite’ Associatiothat works for help
street children. Ato. Ermias, 27 years old, who vesponsible for the office, told the researcher
as ‘The association depends on community based suppget.provide whatever resource
collected from the community.”

Mrs. Assefu, 38, was from a legal office and shpla&red her office contribution as “we have
no special protection for female street childrehibthey come to our office we give them legal
protection as any citizen.” she explained the emgé to help street children in general and
female street children in particulaMbst street female children do not inform their lpeam

immediately, then we can’t find any evidence priypand it is difficult to help them.”
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The researcher also tried to contact Child and N&ffice. Solomon, 25 years old, responsible
for the office told the office’s contribution in leded to female Street children said that
“Whenever female street children come to our offath problem of abuse or otherwise, we
lead to them to legal office. But we tried to adwés reassure them. We can’t able to give them
money, because we don’t have budget for this perpos
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CHAPTER FIVE

V. DISCUSSION

The study showed that poverty (low income backgdpus the main cause of street life. After
joining the streets, female street children arenhigh risk of sexual and physical abuse by
strangers. The result also showed that to overatwese problems, they have different coping
strategies, most of them are risky, explained safesex, unsafe food & living environment. It

was also found that the support from stakeholders wery minimal.

5.1 Reasons to Join street life

Findings from this study show that many of the puess forcing female street children to leave
their families are due to economic conditions ameirtfamily dynamics. Once they join the
street, female street children have a variety ofigal strategies. This study also showed that
female street children have different kinds of peoals, among other things, sexual abuse is the
most significant one. This is due to their vulnéiigbto sex perpetuators while they live and
work on the street. The study also showed that lesiacet children solve variety of problems

by their own method and strategy just to survivedtreet life environment.

This and many other studies confirm that femaleestchildren come from desperate, chaotic
and poor families. Reasons related to the issuémilial environments or adverse family
situation such as poor household economic conditidomestic violence (sexual, physical and
psychological), family breakdown due to divorce atehth of one or both biological parents
were the leading reasons for girls leaving home addool. Not to blame the girl child,
behavioral disorder of the girl like being drug extield and peer pressure were also documented
as reasons for girls to escort street way of Karal urban migration and trafficking were the
other important reasons for female children leaviame to street.
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Female street children come to the street to liveoovork because of the breakdown of their
biological parents. In a situation where there raweparents for better control and nurturing of
their children, it is obvious that girl child arelagh risk of getting into violence and to go into
the street life for various reasons which includgdpimg other family member or to help
themselves for food, shelter and educational fieeellook at an informant who lives with her
uncle after her biological parents divorced, ttlsar that she exposed to street life after heleunc
raped her. Had her parents been living together,giH may not be raped and may not start
living on the street. Thus, it seems that non-gaterpbringing might also create problem to girl
children to be sexually, physically and psycholaliicabused and eventually make the girl child
susceptible to street way of life. Therefore, déf@ problems arising from family environment

are the principal factors for girls to initiateforced to resort a street life.

Desire to seek freedom outside parental control miiate the girl children to join the street
way of life with a wrong idea that the street iplace where they get freedom and excitement.
Here, it can be said that one of the contributiagtdrs for girls to be exposed to street way of
life is behavioral problems of the girl child whigh turn initiate the girl child to choose the

street than home and school to get freedom andeaxent.

It was also briefly indicated by street educatdrat tqjuarrel between the girl child and family
members is one of contributing factor that makésgit high risk to start a street way of life. The
street educator said that it is common to find sgidn the street due to some sort of
disagreement/conflict between the girl and familgmibers. The girl may quarrel with her
mother, father or member of her family due to vasioeasons. She usually runs away from
home being scared of beating and other problemseusz she clash with her families. Girls are
also more likely to join street way of life as suk of the influence from friends. Pressures
exerted by friends on girls initiate or encouragem to engage on street way of life that is
exacerbated by poverty, violence and conflict mfdamily. Thus, peer influence can be seen as a
contributing cause for the incidence of more giristhe street.

Some girls pointed out that what their communitggbiced as a tradition, besides to violence
and poverty in their family, forced them to resstrieet way of life. They mentioned that some
harmful cultural practices in their community pbem in danger and exposed them to many
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problems in their life. In addition to social, hmlphysical and psychological problems such

harmful practices created in their lifespan, ibaisakes girls to live on the street of urban areas.

Cultural practices by community are harmful tramh@l practice in general or early marriage in
particular in such a way that girls leave theitage to escape such practice. As such harmful
practice has negative consequences, girls forcéehaie their families and their place of origin
that make their lives at risk of exposing streit. [They migrated to urban cities to escape from
such harmful traditional practices. Moreover, wisame informants from rural background
mentioned clearly shows that sometimes girls comnaddis Ababa in general and other urban
cities in particular with the promise of educatiammd good employment opportunity by various
groups of their community. They migrate from rypatt to urban cities by families, relatives and
friends for work in homes, hotels and restaurasta &hild laborer. They move to urban cities
with the promise of better education, food, anceptiecessities and due to family abuse, family

disintegration, and poverty.

Female street girls come onto streets becausenufyfaisintegration, violence in their family
and their community, to avoid harmful traditionahgtices like early marriage, poverty in their
family and child trafficking for domestic work, amg others. But, they sometimes end up in the
street way of life as they face difficulties to eopp in urban areas. Thus, from the former
information it can be understood that girls migriiem their place of origin to urban areas for
employment and education, among others, by vampasp of the community they belong to.
Hence, as the finding of this study revealed migratf girls from their place of origin to urban
areas like Addis Ababa forced them to join stréet Though the factors that lead girls to street
life are interrelated, the finding of this studyicate that migration of girls from their place of
origin to urban area, like Addis Ababa, is attréditto the cause related to practice in their
community. As the data show girls exposed to stnest of life because of migration initiated
through child trafficking and run away to escapdyemarriage as the prominent factors for girls
to move to urban areas in the study area. Havieg about female street children activities on
the street and the many causes that lead thesetgithe street way of life, it is important to
point out the risk involved in living and workinghdhe street among female street children.

Accordingly, the information from almost all infoants in this study shows that living and
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working in the street is highly risky. They affirchéhat they encountered various problems in the

street by different group of people while they larang and working.

5.2 Problems of Female Street Children

Female street girls reported that they have a tyagkproblems in their street life. Among the
reported problems in the street female street @mldiace, it was clear from the data that they are
exposed to physical, sexual and psychological almsedenied access for education, shelter,
nutrition etc that are vital for life. Moreover, me informants revealed that they are without
parental protection and exposed to bad weather ittmmsl health problems, drug abuse,
accidents and societal discrimination. Howevels itery crucial to note the fact that despite they
have encountered a lot of problem on the streetalie children who are living and working are

particularly victim of various forms of sexual akusy various group of the society.

By and large, the findings of this study denotet tih@ problem of sexual abuse exists in the
target area among girls who are living and workimgthe street. Female street children were
victims of various forms of sexual abuse by divgreeple while they were on the street due to
different causes. As a consequence of their invobrd on street life and as they have little or no
security, they are more vulnerable to various foohsexual abuse. The study find out that
female street children are more likely to join strer to leave their home due to sexual, physical
and psychological violence at home. They choosesttife as the alternative to various forms
violence at home by older member of the family. i&into what has been mentioned here with
regard to the existence of different forms of séxalause among girls who are working and
living on the streets, in the UN expert group nmegbn Adolescent Girls and their rights held in
Addis Ababa Silva said that as being on the streetike the children more vulnerable to many
risks, but for girls, the additional risk of beisgxually exploited, both by adults and their peers
as well as being vulnerable to police abuse, iy veal. Because of the very nature of their
existence on the streets, girls are at greatertoiskany forms of sexual abuse and exploitation
(Silva, 1997: 5).

Female street children are helpless and they ar@lysoerced. They are particularly vulnerable

to adult exploitation, and sell their body to vasoclients. Some use their car, other use hotels,
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street and their own room to exploit girls. On ttker hand, as some ‘on’ female street children
affirmed they sometimes engaged in prostitutionedes on the economic status of their clients.
A number of these girls affirmed that it is the ragrthey earn will determine whether they

practice commercial sex or not. Most of these gitég/ the night with their parents, relatives or
siblings in their home which in turn implies theyeanot engaged in prostitution at night.

However, the finding of this study showed thesésgire also exposed to prostitution while they
are working on the street. They are vulnerabledtdtaexploitation, and sell their body to various

individuals.

Despite the fact that ‘of female street childree anore victims of rape, the data showed that
‘on’ female street children also are vulnerable siotims of forced sex. These girls stay on the
street for various activities most of the day tiame often go back home to sleep in the evening
time. Although they are safe from problems durimght on the street, they are vulnerable to
sexual abuse to the extent that some girls becaetinvof rape while working most of the day

time. They are exposed to unsafe sex with varioaags of men through force, fraud and fear.
As a result female street children develop andvaegbus psychological consequences including
suicidal wish, worried of HIV/AIDS, unwanted pregrg, hopelessness and feel unworthy (low
self esteem), being unhappy, depression, blamesiees for the happening, feel angry and
shame (feel guiltiness), hate and fear of othedgemand anxiety. According to de Oliveira,

sexual abuse and exploitation is listed first amtrg many problems to which female street

children encountered.

Thus, there is a high risk of becoming victims dbifygical, sexual and psychological abuses,
STD, promiscuity, early pregnancy and sexual exafimn. Due to various risk factors female

street children are vulnerable to various formsefual abuse (de Oliveira, 2000).

Accordingly, the data shows that both ‘on’ and ‘siffeet girls often used combination of two or
more techniques of coping strategies from diffeqmablems at different times. These include
limiting mobility, running and hiding, seeking peation from passer-by, giving coins and some
materials. Moreover, according to street girls ibia street life are sure to be raped by street
gang or bigger boys living on the street. Fromrtlisly to day activities and from their past
living experience on street, in order to prote@ntiselves from different individual as well as
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gang rape, female street children would be thefigahd of one of the bigger boys living on the
street. But, most new comers are having the chamdee raped before settling with one
boyfriend. This implies that girls make choice tiglsto one boy on the street as a mechanism or

strategy in order to keep her from rape and othanlpms.

5.3 Survival and problem Solving Strategies

Survival strategies of female street children iis $tudy showed that are engaged in different
activities for obtaining income to help themselasl their family for food, shelter and other
basic necessities for life. These are obtainedutfivovarious activities either by staying in one
place around the streets. These activities inchaliéng of items such as roasted cereals ‘kollo,
boiled eggs, ‘injera’, and other vegetables in $nioalal market places. Other activities include
selling napkins, peanuts, cigarettes, chewing gehoe shining, changing coins into ‘birr’ note
for taxis, begging and prostitution, among othars, reported as the most activities performed
by informants in the target area. Female streddi@n being alone or with groups, usually target
people for begging in cafes, in the hotels, or trees corners where they approach drivers

stopped at traffic lights.

Even though some street children can usually getgmto eat, they do not have nutritious diets.
This is because they eat food cooked and handlpdon hygienic conditions such as ‘Sanbusa’
and bread with tea. Fifty percent of them ate iafte (‘bulie’) from restaurants and hotels, but
they have to pay for it sometimes, while 49 % siyrpégging to get their food. As a result they
are exposed to infectious diseases such as diaariteather communicable diseases. From the
finding it is anticipated that the observed lowdnee forced street children to eat or buy leftover
or food cooked and handled in poor hygienic coodgi Street adults thought that the feeding
habits of street children might have exposed thewatious kinds of food borne diseases. This

fact shows that street children lack access to tadic need, food.

Shifting one job to the other or doing differenbgosimultaneously indicates that female street
children are obliged to do different jobs to getrenmoney for themselves or for their family. In
order to fulfill their basic needs and to help thigimilies, they are also engaged in sexually

abusive conditions like prostitution. Here, it isal’to note that the type of work/activities feral
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Street children perform on the street varies basetheir street status. The information gathered
from informants in from selected places of AddisaBh showed that the activities/work female
street children are engaged depends upon thaisstatthe street which can be categorized in to
‘on the street’ and ‘of the street’ children. Instiparticular study, there are informants who are
categorized under ‘on the street children’ and rnmfants who categorized under ‘off street
children’. This means that members of the firsugrbave families and/or relatives in their home
and return home during night to sleep after worlonghe street during the day time. But, it does

not mean that all female street children go backédduring the night.

Female children ‘of’ street are those girls whosgidar the street to be their home. They choose
the street to live and to work all the time eversdme of them had alternatives to stay in
relative’s home and some organization. From thevabdiscussion we can understand that
distinction of female street children being ‘on’daiof’ determines the type of activities/work
they perform on the street to some extent. For @i@mmost ‘of female street children are
engaged in begging and prostitution while sellietfypitems are performed by ‘on’ female street
children although they are also engaged in sexuabiysive conditions like prostitution.
Therefore, from the prior discussions one can stded that female street children activities to

earn money make them vulnerable and victims of @lexiouse like prostitution.

It is found that there exist street children gro@msong girls, boys or both while living and

working. Being a member of the group female strg@tdren help each other, share some
materials and perform various activities. Howeviemale street children are not safe from
various forms of sexual abuse in their groups. Boget children often abuse and exploit street
girls sexually. Female street children being alonevith groups target people in cafes, in the
hotels, or on street corners where they approasierdrstopped at traffic lights for begging and

prostitution.

In this study, it is clear that living and workiran the street is highly risky. Female street
children are vulnerable and victims of physicakus#, psychological abuses, denied access for
education, shelter, nutrition etc exposed to badtkes conditions, health problems, drug abuse,

accidents, lack of parental protection/support @odietal discrimination while living and
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working on the street. However, various forms ofus¢ abuse against street girls were reported

as the major problem by different group of people.

From the above survey data and testimonies froornmdnts it becomes clear that psychological
ramifications are among the atrocious effects afedaforms of sexual abuse among female
street children in this study. As the findings loé tstudy clearly show that sexually abused girl
children who are living and working on the streetvelop and feel various psychological
consequences including suicidal wish, worried o¥/#IDS, hopelessness and feel unworthy
(low self esteem), being unhappy, depression, bldremselves for the happening, feel angry
and shame (feel guiltiness), hate and fear of otfesrder and anxiety. Moreover, it was
identified that victim children were experiencedegling and eating problem, become drug and

alcohol addicted and develop promiscuous sexua\beh

The majority of the in depth interviewees felt tichild sexual abuse was caused by poverty of
perpetrators. Others mentioned psychological problef perpetrators as an excuse. Still others
attribute it to power imbalance while very few gsidsat perpetrators themselves were victims of
abuse. The vast majority of the in depth interviesvand focus group discussants, said that child
sexual abuse can be stopped if offenders weredjailgounished severely, others said children

should be educated about how to deal with perpetat

As most of the street children were adolescenesyibjority of them were sexually active. This
may put them at a high risk sexual and physicasab®ne female street child informed the
researcher she was suffering from gonorrhea. Seaqu@dlreproductive health problems affect
both girls and boys. However, street girls are mardaerable to physical and sexual abuse and

exploitation.

5.4. Stakeholders’ Role in Mitigating the Pbblems of Female Street
Children

The key-informant interview with five stakeholddlsat are direct or indirect contribution by
working with female street children showed that tbhke played by some stakeholders is not

tangible though some exercise in immediate and teng needs. Stakeholders in this context
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are those governmental and non-governmental orgémis that have direct or indirect

contribution to assist street children in one wayotherwise. Some claim that they have no
special protection for this group of vulnerableldi@n. Others are limited to awareness and
training. There is no compressive package of prabkolving strategies in most of the

stakeholders.

Stakeholders are supposed to solve the problenfsnwdle street children in a comprehensive
and sustainable manner. The involvement of sonielstéders in solving long term needs by
training & in the making of Coble stone should Ime@iraged and should include and motivate
other who doesn’t want to involve in one way oresthise. The efforts of stakeholders in the
socio-economic development and the alleviation @fepty are not undervalued. However, the
impact they brought on the living standards of ftrmale street children should be significant
compared with the amount of money incurred for Bpeprojects to help street children. There
are still more female children suffering from hungaore in unfavorable conditions and many

more living on the streets.

Development projects that affect the poor from diage social cultural backgrounds have to be
implemented in a well coordinated manner involviv@ious actors and institutions. It is
expected that each of the concerned institutionslldhdeal with issues in accordance with their
mandate, area jurisdiction and competency. In dimethis to be realized, there is need to have
in place a coherent policy framework for coordioatiof development projects. Kotzé (1997,
P.30) describes coordination as a managementthabhelps to bring stakeholders together and
concentrate resources on common development olgsctio achieve desired results.
Coordination according to Kotzé (1997, P. 30) ftatiés the permeation of resources to lower
segments of society so as to make a meaningfulgehanth local and affected institutions
concerting their efforts and actions to ensure thatresources and actions of institutions are for
the good of the targeted groups. Kotzé (1997, HiBRS coordination to decentralization as the
latter can only be realized if institutions are Mgglordinated with one another. The two facilitate
increased participation of local people in develeptmand inculcates a sense of ownership of
development projects.
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CHAPTER SIX

VI. CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATION OF THE STUDY

6.1 Conclusion

Female street children have a variety of reasongheir being in the street. The root cause,
however, is related to poverty. For the larger namds street children, the underlying and basic
factor pushing them onto the streets life in thereasing number of families surviving under

extreme poverty and strained family relationshipssides, some cases showed that children
move to the streets by making rational choices. deratreet children are unprotected highly
vulnerable to exploitation rape and unsafe sexewhht kinds of infectious and chronic diseases.
Their lives on the streets leave them with few opputies to access basic needs like food,

shelter, education and basic health services.

It was revealed from the finding that, although &enstreet children are physically visible,
living and working on the roads and streets of Adélbaba, at the sometimes, they are among
the most invisible. Therefore, they are deniecheifrtaccess to basic services, such as education
and health care, and the most difficult to prot€emale street children who work and live on
the streets of Addis Ababa are found to be vulreréd wide and extreme violations of their
rights. They are verbally, physically and sexualbused by their family members, relatives, and

by strangers.

The efforts of stakeholders in the socio-econongieetbpment and the alleviation of poverty in
Addis Ababa are not undervalued. However, the imfgsey brought on the living standards of
the female street children is not that much sigaiit compared with the amount of money
incurred for specific projects to help street cteld There are still more female children
suffering from hunger, more in unfavorable conaiicand many more living on the streets of
Addis Ababa.
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Injuries, physical and mental abuse, neglect otigegt treatment, maltreatment or exploitation
are some of the problems female street childreimdao the street life. However they have the
right to a standard of living adequate for the ptals mental, spiritual, moral and social
development including the right to food, clothifgusing, medical care and social services.
Factors like poor access to education, poor healtk, war, displacement, HIV/AIDS, family
break-up and severe poverty increase the vulnésalmf children to human rights abuses
(ILO/IPEC, 2001). It is therefore important to rgo@e the interrelatedness and indivisibility of
all rights to the human dignity of the child (SclitpiA., 2003).

6.2. Implication to Policy and Social Work Practice

The findings of this study provide useful insigbts the lives of children who live and work on
the streets without the support of their famili@dthough the majority of the children adapt
positively to the conditions of street life, a shadinority, for reasons that have yet to be
explored, use maladaptive mechanisms to cope Wwélstresses of street life. Clearly, children
expressed their desire to be reunited with themilfas, especially with those members who were
emotionally close to them. Abuse, domestic violeand family disintegration are also among
the most commonly cited factors that push femal&i@n onto streets. Thus any intervention
must look for possibilities of maintaining harmorgnd stability within the family by
encouraging processes which foster dialogue, Iowe atfection rather than fights, conflicts,

divorce and separation.

Socioeconomic deprivation and/or the intolerablaila relationships at home were often cited
as major reasons for their unwillingness to rethome. The need for nurturing emotional
relationships with family members may be refleciedhe connections that children seek with
substitute families on the street. For most chiidtee support of their friendship networks was
crucial in finding food, work, shelter and medicake. The utilization of the services offered by
nongovernmental agencies was also beneficial tohhidren in their need.

The results of this study make me believe thatadombrk practice that focuses on personal
experiences and on the personal commitment of apgoy community represents a positive

contribution to individual and social improvements. today's reality this acquires a new

61



significance and importance, when we appreciatecthinually emerging groups which, in
some way, provide new approaches for care andatiefection of social needs and rights. These
needs and rights have been not well addressed ffgretit stakeholders and the problem of
female street children has not been the respoitgibflone or the other social sector. As a result,
this study is important as far as policy formulatiand intervention strategies are concerned. It
help to identify female street children with diffic circumstances and in distress, where they
come from, how they survive and their source ofrgith, all of which social and economic
planners to devices better support systems.

While reducing the increasing number of femaleestahildren may be a long-term priority, in

the meantime, strategies which help to meet theadiate needs and priorities of female street
children are necessary. The urgent basic needspaodties of these female street children
include proper and reliable accommodation (sheltagsurance of good food, security
(protection) and provision of medical and healtmecdoth physical and mental. The study

revealed that these needs are important and urgent.

Long-term polices must therefore aim at fixing Hystem rather than fixing these children. As
Knaul (1995) has argued, normative categorizatiofeimale street children are useful in so far
as they stress the need to develop tailored pragramm particular groups of female street
children at high risk. This study has noted thes&xice of many female street children on streets
of the city of Addis Ababa exposed to a varietypafblems. Policies must distinguish between
demeaning sources of income which jeopardize festadet children development like begging,
scavenging, prostitution, and those sources tleasacially acceptable, like selling small items
for subsistence, cleaning etc. Long-term programstrne community based. Community based
approaches are bound to provide better alternatiwepresent strategy of institutionalizing
children in rehabilitation centers where they areeg food, shelter and education. There is a
need for communities to become facilitators in¢hédren’s priorities and needs. This approach
can also address the disadvantages parents and ucoties experience in a wider socio-
economic framework. Accordingly, the long-term ®&gy of solving the problem on female
child streetism requires addressing the root caakesverty (poverty reduction).Strong efforts
should be taken to increase access to food, closhedter, education, health, and caring family
environment. NGOs should support the governmefffiiste to provide free education to all.
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Stakeholders should work on issues around sexuwdihhestreet based counseling, first aid and
personal health and hygiene advice, education dmetenstreet children can practically access
this basic right. Female street children also detedreducation and training in productive skills.
Lack of this education puts them in more hopel@sstson. The researcher learned that female
street children have assertion, they know the m#aosigh which their life can be improved but
they lack the ability to achieve those means. Corezk government departments and NGOs
should enhance job opportunities like cobblestonekvior female street children and increase
children’s creativity by providing training. Conoed government departments and NGOs
should work on reunification of female street cheld with their families. The city administration
and NGOs working on child rights and welfare shagilck due attention to children’s views in
all matters that concern them; establish femakesirhildren’s forum at the city level and allow

children to consult with government officials todaess their needs and problems.

From the finding it was learned that street chitdeze mainly products of poverty and social
network instability. Accordingly, street childremeaconceptualized as passive victims of the
circumstances to which they were born. Furtherare$eshould be directed to understand the
pressing question of why, while facing apparentiyilsr socio-economic conditions, do some
female street children maintain links with theimiies whereas others swap their home for the

street.
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ANNEXES

Annex |. Quantitative survey questionnaire for Steet Children

I. Socio-demographic Conditions

1. Age years
2. Parents condition
A) Both Alive  b) Mother alive ®gather D) Both Dead

3. Age of Parents

A. Mother

B. Father
4. Parents Marital status

A. Married C. Widowed

B. Divorced gl8
5. Own Religion

A. Christian B. MuslimC. Other

. Parents Educational status

(o2}

Father A. llliterate B. Primary &v C. Secondary level D. Tertiary level
Mother A. llliterate B. Primary ldveC. Secondary level D. Tertiary level
7. Parents Occupation
Father A. Daily Laborer B Employer. &If D. unemployment E. Other
Mother B. Daily Laborer B Employer. 8elf D. unemployment E. Other

8. Original Place of the respondents

9. Parents House
A.Own B.Rent C. Other

II. Reason for being street children

1. How long you stay on the Street?

2.  Why do you join the street life?




IL Living Condition

1. What is your source of food

2. How many meals you eat per day

3. What is your source of clothes
4. Do you have Shelter? & Ye b. No
5. Do you have job? a. Yes b. No
6. Did you go to School?
a. Yes b. No
6.1. If yes what Grade?

6.2. If you go to school have you dveen school dropout? a). Yes  b). No
6.3. If No, reason for not going to school
I11. Problems on the street life
1. Have you ever got any sickness? as Y b)No
6.1. If yes, type of sickness
2. Have you got any Injury a) Yes b) No
7.1. If yes, type injury
3. Have you ever had any sexual abuse a) Yes o0b)N
8.1. If yes, type of physical abuse
4. Have you ever been pregnant a) Yes b) No
9.1. If yes, what was the outcome? a) got bikhhaborted c) other
5. Have you ever been in prison? a). Yes ). Nb
IV. Coping strategies

1. If you have any of the above problems, how did golve your problem?
a. By my self

Government organization helped me

Non Government organizations helped me

Relatives organization helped me

My friends helped me

-~ o 2 0o T

Parents organization helped me
[



Annex II: Qualitative Data Information Gathering

A. Focus group discussion guideline for female sttechildren

1. What did you know of life on the streets befpoe left home?

2. Why and how do you join to the street?

3. How do you explain life on the street?

4. Do you want to stay on the streets?

5. What do you hope to do in the future?

6. What do you think NGOs and government shoultbdtwelp Female Street

children? (Shelter, food, education, health, feadii reunification...)

B. In-depth interview guideline for female streehildren

This part consists of unstructured questions askedgroup of female street children aged14-

17. The purpose was to get as much qualitativetgikkd information as possible by allowing

subjects to express and state their views freedyogenly.

1. Why do you join to street?

2. What are the major problems that you currently enter in your day to day street life?

3. Have you ever had sexual intercourse? If yes, wa® your sexual encounter and what
was the main motive during the first sexual interse?

4. What kind of possible copying strategies / problewmiving do you use whenever you

encounter problem on the street; explain.

C. Key informant interview guideline for stakeld#rs

This part consists of unstructured questions askedgroup of stakeholders who provide care and

support for female street children

1.

What are your contributions whenever you get ferstleet children with a problem?

2. What are risk reducing ways to avoid problems enstineet?
3.
4

. What do you think should be done to reduce thelprolof female street children?

What challenges have you faced in the effort opsuiing female street children?



Annex llI: Profile of qualitative study participant s

A. Profile of Focus Group Discussion study participardg

FGD 1 Merkato

No Nan_ne_ of Age Venue Status
participants

1 Alemetu 16 Merkato Of

2 Tesahy 15 Merkato On

3 Abebech 16 Merkato of

4 Fantashe 16 Merkato Of

5 Kasech 17 Merkato Of

6 Eteneshe 17 Merkato On

FGD 2 Mexico

No | Name of participants Age Venue Status

1 Slamawit 14 Mexico ‘Of street

2 Ayelech 15 Mexico ‘Of street

3 Beletu 14 Mexico ‘On’ street

4 Haymanot 16 Mexico ‘Of" street

5 Amelework 17 Mexico ‘On’ street

6 Bertukan 16 Mexico ‘Of street

FGD 3 Pissa

No | Name of Age Venue Status
participants

1 Semeret 17 Paisa ‘Of street

2 Tigist 17 Paisa ‘On’ street

3 Marta 14 Paisa ‘On’ street

4 Meseret 14 Paisa ‘On’ street

5 Abebech 15 Paisa ‘Of ‘street

6 Zenash 15 Paisa ‘Of street




B. Profile of In-depth interviewers study participants

No | Name of Age Street status Place of origir Venue Date/Time
informants
1 Etageg 15 ‘On’ stree Addis Ababi Piassa are Nov 17, 2011,
10.00 am

2 Mahelatt 17 ‘On 'stree Addis Ababi Mexico are Nov 17, 2011 10.3
am

3 Aberasl 17 On 'stree Addis Ababi Mexico are Nov 17, 2011, 11.1
am

4 Genetl 17 ‘Of' street Diredaw: Piassa are Nov 19, 201, 02.00
pm

5 Tarik 17 ‘On’ Stree Addis Ababi Piassa are Nov 19, 201, 02.30
pm

6 Mestawe 16 ‘On’ Stree Addis Ababi Piassa are Nov 19, 201102.50
pm

7 Hirut 16 ‘Of' street Nazerat Piassa are Nov 19, 201, 03.30
pm

8 Astel 15 ‘Of' street Addis Ababi Piassa are Nov 19, 201, 04.00
pm

9 Serkaler 16 ‘Of' street Mersa, Welli Piassa are Nov 19, 201, 04.45
pm

10 | Emebe 15 ‘Of' street Enjibara, Gojar | Bole are Nov 19, 201, 06.00




C. Profile of key-informant interviewers study participants
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Annex IV. Consent form

Hello! My name is Sebelewongel Yitbarik. | am MSWident in Indra Gandi National Open
University (IGNOU) in collaboration with Saint Matyniversity College. | am doing a research
on “Problems and survival strategies of Femaleestehildren.” The purpose of this study is to

assess your problems and come up with possiblé@uu

| have identified you as a study participant hoptingt you would be willing to help provide me
with some information. | have some questions whialould like to ask you, if you have the time
and are willing. The questionnaires include why yoa here, how you live in the street, what
problems you have faced being here, how you sdleset problems and whether there is some
organization that is taking care of you. All infation you provide was kept confidential. | will
not include any identifiers, such as your namedalr@ss. Only honest answers would contribute to
solve your problem. Your role in the success of igearch is important and | appreciate your
contribution to the research. You can with drawaay time during the interview if you feel

uncomfortable. Do agree to take part in the abbegearch study?

[ IYes.
[ ]No



